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Entente Council Meets, Urges Understanding, Aid 
for Niger 


AB1502230096 Kara Radtwo Kara in French 
1930 GMT 15 keb 96 


{Communique issued by the Entente Council's heads of 
state in Kara, Togo, on 15 February; read by Togolese 
Foreign Minister Barry Moussa Barque — recorded] 


([FBIS Translated Text] The Entente Council heads ot 
state met in Kara, Togo, on 15 February under the 
chairmanship of His Excellency Gnassinghe Eyadema, 
president of the Togolese Republic and current Entente 
Council chairman. Present at the conference were Their 
Excellencies Blaise Compaore, President of Burkina 
Faso; Henn Konan Bedie, President of the Republic otf 
Cote d'Ivoire, and Colonel Ibrahim Barre Mainassara, 
chairman of the National Salvation Council and Niger 
head of state. 


During their deliberations, the heads of state first 
examined thoroughly political, economic, and social 
problems contronung the Atncan Conunent. In this 
regard, they discussed the changes that have occurred 
in Africa and mainly in the subregion since the recent 
summit held in Kara in October 1994. They then 
reattirmed their determination to work in the superior 
interest. of their peoples and, in view of national 
sociopolitical realities, for the promotion of democracy 
and stability of states in the subregion in order to 
achieve lasting economic development. 


Concerning Niger in particular, the head of state, Col. 
Mainassara, briefed his counterparts on the true situ- 
ation prevailing in his country since the 27 January 
events. The heads of state took note of the measures 
announced by the new Niger authorities toward restor- 
ing democracy and the rule of law in that country as 
soon as possible. They expressed satistacuon with the 
measures, and urged the Niger Government to strive for 
their consistent implementation. 


To speed up the restoration of democracy and the rule 
of law, the heads of state urged Niger's partners to 
actually get involved in this process. In view of the 
particularly difficult socloeconomic situation of Niger, 
the country needs the understanding and assistance of 
the international community. 


Sull examining the prevailing political problems, the 
heads of state profoundly regretted the various persistent 
hotheds of tension in Africa, mainly in Liberia, Sierra 
Leone, Rwanda, Burundi, Angola, and Somalia. In 
this regard, they stressed the need to favor dialogue 
everywhere, and the systematic search for the peacetul 
settlement of conflicts with the view to -ercoming 
internal differences 
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Recalling the indissociable links between security, sta 
bility, peace, and development, the heads of state reat- 
firmed their strong commitment to promote the appro 
priate conditions tor the maintenance of a climate otf 
confidence and security in the Entente Council member 
states. In this regard, they reaffirmed their determination 
to intensify cooperation within the Entente Council to 
fight against insecunty in the subregion, and to do all 
they can to guard and fight against banditry and crimu- 
nality in all its forms, notably within the framework ot 
the provisions of the Security Assistance and Coopera- 
tion Convention which was adopted and signed today 


Furthermore, the heads of state assessed the rmplemen- 
tation of the decisions made at their last surmmut in Kara 
on 31 October 1994, They evaluated the ongoing devel- 
opment programs in the five member countries, notably 
rural water supply programs, food production, harness- 
ing underground water for agricultural purposes, pro- 
motion of small- and medium-scale industries, and ru- 
ral electrification. They expressed sauistacuon with the 
encouraging results obtained in the implementation of 
these projects. They decided to continue the implemen 
tation of these proyects which have a direct impact on 
the socroeconomic development of member countries 


Concerned with improving the operation and efficacy ot 
the Entente Council and its specialized institutions, the 
heads of state decided to speed up the reorganization 
process. The heads of state expressed their congratula- 
tions and thanks to Pau! Kaya tor the remarkable man- 
ner in which he accomplished the mission which was 
entrusted to him at the head of the administrative sec- 
retariat of the Entente Council throughout his mandate 


At the end of the proceedings, which took place in 
an atmosphere of brotherhood, the heads of state ot 
Burkina Faso, Cote d'Ivoire, and Niger expressed their 
sincere thanks to His Excellency Gnassinghe Eyadema, 
president of the Togolese Republic, to the Togolese 
Government and people for the warm and authentically 
Atrican reception accorded to all the delegations, and 
for the facilities placed at their disposal to ensure the 
success of the proceedings. 


Signed: 
For Burkina Faso: Blaise Compaore 
For the Republic of Cote d'Ivoire: Henry Konan Bedie 


For the Republic of Niger: Col. Ibrahim Barre Mainas- 
sara 


For the Republic of Togo: Gnassinghe Eyadema 
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IMF Urges Regional Links To Boost Economic 
Performance 


MB1502171496 Harare THE FINANCIAL GAZETTE 
in English 8 Feb 96 p 3 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} The International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) has said sub-Saharan African countries, 
most of which are undergoing economic reforms, should 
forge regional links to boost their economic perfor- 
mance and attract much-needed foreign investment. 


Citing the positive impact of globalisation of economies, 
IMF managing director, Michael Camdessus, said the 
enure sub-Saharan Africa lagged behind the rest of 
the developing world in terms of average real GDP 
per capita income growth, its share of the total capital 
inflows and world exports. 


He attributed the slow progress to perpetual civil strife, a 
breakdown in the rule of law and other adverse political 
developments that had catastrophic economic effects. 


“Sub-Saharan African countries could spur regional 
economic activity and attract more foreign capital 
by increasing the linkages among their economies,” 
Camdessus told the Society for International Develop- 
ment in Washington recently. 


“For many small African countries, regional solutions 
to the provision of public services may be more cost- 
effective and provide better service than national pro- 
grammes.” 
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Sub-Saharan Africa is currently served by regional links 
through the Southern Afnca Development Community 
(SADC), and the Southern African Customs Union 
(SACU), dominated by South Africa. 


The IMF boss underscored the need to harmonise 
domestic policies such as Common tax systems, business 
codes and regulatory frameworks, This, he said would 
facilitate cross-border transacuons and foster regional 
free trade. 


The key to regional economic development, he said, 
was a total commitment to implementing changes by 
both low and high-level government officials within the 
African conunent. 


“All must be on board if the positive impact is not to 
be offset by costly bureaucratic regional development.” 


Camdessus who was confident the rest of Atmca could 
take advantage of global economies and overcome the 
risk of marginalisauon, called for the establishment 
of a secure domestic economic environment through 
the elimination of high inflation and fiscal deficits by 
African nations. 


In addition, Camdessus said the st?engthening of tax 
administrauion and enforcement, expenditure reduction 
and the strengthening of financial intermediation to 
provide a means of channelling domestic savings back 
into productive investment was needed tor Africa to 
benefit trom opportunities created by globalisation. 


This report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
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Congo 


Congo: Correspondent Reports on Brazzaville 
Military ‘Unrest’ 


L.D1502135396 Paris Radio France International 
in French 0730 GMT 1S Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] After those of Niger and 
Guinea, now the Congolese military is up in arms. 
Last night and yesterday afternoon, there was unrest 
in Brazzaville. Several dozen young recruits staged an 
uprising to demand payment of their first pay packet. 
Some people were wounded in circumstances which 
have yet to be explained after shots were fired in several 
parts of the capital. 


It is of course difficult to avoid thinking of what took 
place at the beginning of the month in Guinea, where 
the military shook the power of President Lansana Conte 
by demanding an increase in their pay; but in theory, 
at least, the similarity may end there. Dalila Beritane 
reports: 


{Beritane} The situation with the armies of the two 
countries appears to be very different. Unlike what 
is happening in Guinea, the Congolese army is going 
through a restructuring phase, with the integration of 
new recruits from the militias which, in the Congolese 
capital in December 1993, fought violently in clashes 
which claimed 2,000 lives. 


So it was new recruits from the militias close to the 
presidental movement [elements supporting President 
Lissouba] who mutinied yesterday. They are demand- 
ing payment of their wages, which have not been forth- 
coming since their integration in the army at least two 
months ago. [passage omitted] 


These troops were deployed in light-armored groups 
around the squadron camp of Mpila to the east of 
Brazzaville. They were joined by former militiamen, 
who in theory were disarmed, who demanded to join 
their colleagues in the heart of the army. Shots were 
exchanged in this district, without certainty as to who 
was firing at whom. Shots continued to be fired this 
morning in Diata, to the south of the capital, an area said 
to support the presidential movement. Several troops 
were reported to have been wounded in circumstances 
which remain unclear. At the moment, it is not clear 
how things will develop. We now await the reaction of 
the government. 
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Congo: Communications Minister Denies Reports 
of Army ‘Mutiny’ 


AB1502140596 Brazzaville Radio Nationale 
Congolaise Network in French 1200 GMT 15 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Text} The last 24 hours has been quite 
hectic in Brazzaville, especially at the military camp, 
popularly known as Camp de I'Intendance. Gunshots 
have been heard in this camp as well as ower camps 
since yesterday afternoon and this morning. This hectic 
Situation came about due to recent recruitments made 
in the Army and the irregular payment of salaries of 
some of the recruits. The government, which has been 
following the situation, has just reacted to it. Here ts 
the government reaction, as given by Communications 
Minister Albertine Lipou-Massala, who 1s also the gov- 
ernment spokesman. This was at the news conference 
she gave this morning: 


[Begin Lipou-Massala recording] Contrary to what was 
announced by Radio France Internationale and Africa 
No.1, there is no total confusion here in Brazzaville, 
neither are there any disturbances. There 1s no coup 
d'etat in Brazzaville, and, strictly speaking, there ts 
no mutiny in the right sense of the word. I would 
also like to say that nobody has take any civilian or 
military officer hostage. So, the situation ts clear: These 
are young people in a state corporation, like any other 
corporation, who are expressing their grievances in a 
rather noisy way, but it boils down to making demands. 


At this point in time, on behalf of the government, | 
would like to say that citizens must not be overly dis- 
turbed; the international community must not be dis- 
turbed unnecessarily. The whole thing 1s about industrial 
relations. The same demands were made in state enter- 
prises which are to be privatized, and similar thing hap- 
pened in the educational sector with teachers, so there 
is no reason why a special emphasis should be placed 
on this involving the military to the extent of worrying 
the international community. Some people even went 
to the extent of saying disturbances occurred through- 
out the city. There were some isolated cases of shouting 
and gunshots. They were isolated because, as I told you, 
these young recruits were stationed al various camps at 
Mpila and Diata which are near Maya-Maya and that 
created the impression that it was an uprising through- 
out the city of Brazzaville where gunshots were coming 
from everywhere. 


So there were no militiamen who joined those who were 
rebelling, in quotes, to participate in any rebellion or 
show discontent. So this is the situation in the city. As 
I am speaking to you, calm has returned to most of the 
scene of upheavals. [end recording] 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Well, according to the minister of communications, 
two persons were wounded by stray bullets in these 
incidents. 


Congo: Communications Minister on Reason 
Behind Recruits’ Actions 


AB1502144296 Libreville Africa No. | in French 
1215 GMT 15 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text] There is virtual calm in Braz- 
zaville after yesterday and this morning's gunfire. The 
Congolese Government has promised to meet the mut- 
neers’ demands before nightfall. Bienvenu Boudimbou 
reports ‘rom Brazzaville: 


[Begin Boudimbou recording] In a statement to the me- 
dia, government spokesperson Albertine Lipou-Massala 
said two people were slightly injured during the mutiny, 
without saying if there were material damages. It was 
also reported that no hostages were taken. The mutiny 
which began yesterday afternoon at Mpila was the work 
of young Congolese recruited in February 1994 and dis- 
persed throughout the capital's military camps. Their 
names were, however, forgotten at the ume of integra- 
tion within the public service, Mrs. Lipou-Massala ad- 
mitted. [passage omitted] [end recording] 


I now invite you to listen to Communications Minister 
and Spokeswoman Albertine Lipou-Massala. While in- 
dicating that Brazzaville is calm and that there has never 
been, according to her, any confusion in the city, she 
spoke about the omissions which triggered the move- 
ment of some soldiers. 


[Begin Lipou-Massala recording] There are two kinds 
of omissions: 1) Omissions of names; 2) Omissions or 
errors concerning semiority. These errors concern the 
date of recruitment which can aftect the pay packet. It 
was, in fact, the omitted or the forgotten, so to say, who 
have reacted. They have reacted in their own manner. 


You will understand that it was a rather noisy way of 


reacting. They have reacted in their own manner. [end 
recording] 


Congo: Government Reaches Agreement With 
Army Mutineers 


AB1I602083596 Paris AFP in French 
2248 GMT 15 Feb 96 


([FBIS Translated Text} Brazzaville, 1S Feb (AFP) - 
The Congolese Armed Forces High Command and 
the soldiers who took part in an uprising on 14 
February today reached an agreement on regularizing 
the administrative and financial situation, a government 
source here said. Government Spokesman Albertine 
i.ipou-Massala, who is also the information minister, 
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told AFP that an agreement was signed, without giving 
details, 


According to hospital sources, about 40 persons were 
wounded, most of them slightly injured by stray bullets, 
during the mutiny which erupted yesterday afternoon, 
For her part, Mrs. Lipou-Massala said that only two 
persons were slightly injured. 


This evening's agreement followed discussions between 
the high military command represented by Brigadier 
Marie Georges Mayoulou, acung chief of general staff, 
and a committee of seven soldiers, through the media- 
tion of a high-ranking officer. According to a military 
source, the agreement provides for the regulanzation of 
the administrative and financial situation of all the sol- 
diers who are demanding ‘their effective integration into 
the Army and the payment of their salaries. 


The presidential movement's ex-miliuamen were re- 
cruited in February 1994. Some were administratively 
integrated into the Army while others were to go into 
civil life on health and physical fitness grounds, the mil- 
lary source said. 


Up to this evening, the soldiers had not yet reacted to 
the announcement of the agreement, but gunfire which 
was sporadically heard in the late afternoon continued, 
according to an AFP coorespondent. One of the rebels 
told AFP at noon that the uprsising will only end 
when the admunistrative texts on the integration of the 
disgruntled soldiers into the Army are published. 


Congo: Mutinous Soldiers End Blockade of Eastern 
Brazzaville 


ABI602094496 Paris AFP in French 
0734 GMT 16 Feb 96 


|FBIS Translated Text] Brazzaville, 16 Feb (AFP) 
The 150 former militiamen newly recruited into the 
Army who revolted to demand the settlement of their 
salaries and actual integration, this morning lifted the 
blockade on the Mopula district of eastern Brazzaville, 
an AFP correspondent on the spot has noticed. The 
soldiers have also returned one heavy- and one light- 
armored vehicle to the regimental camp of the Mpuila 
Barracks. They had deployed these two vehicles a few 
hours earlier to a roundabout on the avenue linking 
that district to the center of the capital. The soldiers 
treed all access roads to the armored squadron and to 
Mpila where traffic has resumed gradually, AFP further 
noticed. Gunshots, which continued sporadically in this 
district, stopped this morning at O800 


The withdrawal of the mutineer soldiers occurred after 
it was announced that an agreement had been reached 
last mght between the military high command and a 
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delegation of the soldiers for the regularizauion of their 
administrative and financial situation. A tew taxis began 
to ply the roads while others plying between Mopuila 
and Mikalou, northern Brazzaville, stop some 60 meters 
away from the armored squadron camp for security 
reasons. 


Some hundreds of inhabitants of Mpila and Ouenze, 
the neighboring district witnessed the withdrawal of the 
soldiers in the armored squadron. 


The night of Thursday to Friday was relauvely calm 
in the eastern and northern districts of the capital, in 
spite of sporadic shots of Kalachnikov which stopped 
this morning. “It was relauvely calm as compared with 
the previous ones, an inhabitant of Mpila observed and 
wished that “the withdrawal of the mutineers ts not a 
tactical one.” No details trom military sources was given 
on the reasons for the withdrawal of the mutineers 


Last mght, Mrs. Albertine Lipou-Massala, minister of 
communication and government spokesman, told AFP 
that Brigadier General Marie-Georges Mayoulou, acting 
chief of defense staff, and a committee of seven 
mutineer soldiers had reached agreement on the actual 
integration of all these soldiers into the Army 


These soldiers, who were recruited in February 1994, 
are sill awaiting their confirmation and integration by 
administrative notice to enable them to receive their 
salanes, according to military sources. By this morning 
the mutineers had not confirmed the conclusion of any 
agreement with the military high command 


Congo: Mutineers Kesume Blockade of Brazzaville 
Tank Battalion 


AB1602100196 Paris AFP in French 
0937 GMT 16 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Brazzaville, 16 Feb (AFP) 

Congolese soldiers, who have been on mutiny for three 
days, have this morning again blocked access to the 
Mpila armored squadron and tanks battalion in eastern 
Brazzaville, according to an AFP journalist. No expla- 
nation was given on the reasons tor this new blockade, 
which was lifted several hours earlier. According to a 
hospital source, about 40 persons sustained injures in 
the mutiny which erupted on the afternoon of 14 Feb- 


ruary 


CENTRAL AFRICA 


nN 


Rwanda 


Rwanda: Closure of Refugee Camps in Burundi 
Under Way 

EAIS02214596 Kigali Radio Rwanda 

in Kinyarwanda 1700 GMT 1S Feb 96 


([FBIS Translated Excerpt] The closing down of Rwan- 
dan refugee camps began in Burundi today in contor- 
mity with the resoluuon of the meeung between dele- 
gations trom Rwanda, Burundi, and the UNHCR which 
took place in Burundi between 29 and 30 January. The 
decision was also supported by Rwandan refugees living 
inthe camps. Today, Dr. [ phraim Kabayija, who heads 
the Rwandan delegavion to the commission charged with 
repatriaung the refugees, gave details 


{Begin recording] [Kabayija] [passage omitted] Yester- 
day we were ready to repatriate many people from four 
camps. One is situated in Kirundo and ts called Ruku- 
ramigabeo It shelters between 12,000 and 15,000 Rwan- 
dan retugees. Other occupants of the camp are Burundi- 
ans who number about 5,000. They are there to receive 
assistance. They will remain behind to be taken else- 
where. The other camps are Kibezi camp with about 
25,000 Rwandans, Magara camp with around 30,000 
Rwandans, and Ruvumu camp which is in Ngozi. All 
these people are ready to return home 


(Unidentified correspondent] Today?’ 
[Kabayija] They are all ready to go home 


[Correspondent] Are you closing all three [figure as 
heard] camps at the same time? 


{[Kabayiya} It looks as it they will be closed at the same 
ume. We shall bring out not less than 3,000 people daily 
over 10 to 18 days due to the scarcity of vehicles. Every 
camp wall send between 1,000 and 1,500 people daily 
so that all return home in not more than 10 days. This 
Is hecause everybody in the camps say they want to go 
home. [passage omitted] [end recording] 


Rwanda: Radio Reports 2,000 Refugees Return 
From Burundi 


LKAIS02213596 Kieali Radio Rwanda in French 
1800 GMT 15 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt} According to Mr. Gerard 
Banda, our permanent correspondent in Butare who 
has just called us, about 2.000 Rwandans, who fled 
to Burundi, arrived at the Upper Kanyaru border post 
today. It is worth adding that their return will be 
followed by that of many other refugees following the 
closure of refugee camps by the Burundian Government 
[passaye omitted] 


This report may contain copyrighted material Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 
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Zaire 


Zaire: UN Warns Rwandan Refugees in Goma Jo 
Leave Voluntarily 


AB1602103696 Paris AFP in English 
1033 GMT 16 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Goma, Zaire, Feb 16 (AFP) 
— The UN refugee agency on Friday pleaded with 
Rwandan Hutus installed in camps in eastern Zaire to 
return voluntarily to their own Country, hinting at forced 
expulsions by Zairean troops. The head of the Goma 
delegation of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, 
Joel Boutrouve, told AFP the refugees were being 
warned that this was “their last chance for voluntarily 
repatriation in line with international standards.” 


Zaire: ‘Show of Strength’ With Refugees Said 
Designed To ‘Extract’ Aid 


BR1602081996 Rotter!am ALGEMEEN DAGBLAD 
in Dutch 15 Feb 96 p7 


(Unattributed report: “Zaire Seeking To Cash In on 
Refugee Problem’ ] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] There is great uncertainty in 
Goma about the intenuons of the Zairian Government 
which sent hundreds of troops to the Kibumba refugee 
camp on Tuesday {13 February]. [passage omitted] 


The threat of expulsion remains. The government in 
Kinshasa has repeatedly made 1t known that the Rwan- 
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dan refugees in east Zaire must return to their own coun- 
try. Preferably of their own free wall, in which case the 
UNHCR will assist them, but if necessary by force, as 
in August last year. At that ume 15,000 retugees were 
unceremoniously put across the border. Following emer- 
gency consultations between Zaire and the UNHCR, the 
actions were halted. 


According to aid workers and UN staff, who wish to 
remain anonymous, the acuons in August were primarily 
intended to “extract” money from the international 
community. [passage omitted] 


The military show of strength around Kibumba must 
now also be seen as a means of exertuung pressure in 
order to get money. This view is supported by the fact 
that the guards at the Kibumba camp, soldiers trom elite 
Zairian units enlisted by the UNHCR, kept to their daily 
routine after the arrival of soldiers who were not trom 
their unit. But five Rwandan leaders were taken away 
for questioning. There 1s clearly an intention to remove 
forces in the camp that are trying to prevent the refugees 
from returning to Rwanda. 


Although there now seems to have been something of a 
“false alarm”, it 1s Clear that Zaire ts not going to tolerate 
the refugees for much longer. The more than | million 
refugees from Rwanda and Burundi in the camps are a 
threat to the local population, the environment, and the 
local economy. [passage omitted] 


This report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 
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Eritrea 
Eritrea: Government Extends Claims to 
‘Yemeni-Occupied’ Zugar 


MM 1602120696 London AL-HAYAH tn Arabic 
16 Feb % pp 1,6 


(Unattributed report: “Eritrea Stresses Yemen “Occupy- 
ing’ Zugar Island” 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt) London, Sanaa, AL-HAYAH 
— A Statement issued yesterday by an Eritrean Gov- 
ernment committee assigned to deal with the file of ne- 
gouations with Yemen indicates that Eritrea ts not only 
claiminy al-Hanish al-Kabir island but also insisting that 
Jabal Zugar island in the Red Sea is “ Yemeni-occupred’ 
Eritrean territory. 


The statement issued by the ‘national committee for the 
dispute over the Zugar-Hanish archipelago and demar- 
cauon of the sea borders,” of which AL-HAYAH has 
received a copy, says that the Republic of Yemen has 
contnued to illegally occupy the Eritrean Zugar island 
since mid-July 1995 despite the Eritrean Government's 
protest at the violation of its sovereignty over its terri- 
tory. 


The statement cited the talks held by a French delegation 
consisung of Ambassadors Francis Gutmann and Jean- 
Marie Moumal [name as transliterated) with Eritrean 
President Isaias Afwerki and Foreign Minister Petros 
Solomon, stressing that ‘the precondition tor achieving 
any progress in the mediation efforts between Yemen 
and Eritrea is to define the nature of the dispute 


The statement does not indicate [Eritrea’s] acceptance of 
the proposed French formula for resolving the dispute. 
Yemen has already accepted this formula. However, the 
Statement stresses Eritrea’s commitment !> resolving the 
dispute peacefully. 


Eritrean forces seized al-Hanish al-Kabir isi! ast De- 
cember after landing on the island in an operauon that 
took the small Yemen garnson there by surprise. It 
is unknown whether the recent Erstrean statement in- 
dicates that a new military operation may be launched 
to seize Jabal Zugar, even though 1t stresses Asmara’s 
commitment to resolving the dispute with Yemen peace- 
fully through international arbitration or the Interna- 
tional Court of Jusuce. [passage omitted] 


Eritrea: Foreign Minister Begins Five-Nation 
African Tour 

EA1S02195696 Asmara Vowe of the Broad Masses of 
Eritrea in Tigrinva 1600 GMT 1S Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) An Eritrean delegation led by 
Foreign Minister Petros Solomon today left for five 
African countries to deliver a message from Presi- 
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dent Isaias Aiwerki. The delegation wall visit Kenya, 
Uganda, Tanzania, Dyibouu, and Rwand?. 


Prior to his departure, Mr. Solomon told the ERITREAN 
NEWS AGENCY that the aim of the visit is a contnu- 
ation of bilateral discussions between Eritrea and those 
countries. He said he also expects to discuss the dispute 
between Eritrea and Yemen over the al-Hanish al-Zuqur 
archipelago as well as the situation in Sudan, Somalia, 
and Burundi. 


Eritrea: Commission Issues Statement on Dispute 
With Yemen 


FA1S02201096 Asmara Voie of the Broad Masses of 
Eritrea in Tigrinya 1600 GMT 15 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The commission looking 
into and defending the ownership of the al-hianmish 
archipelago and determining the country’s marituume 
borders, issued a statement this afternoon reaffirming 
the Entrean Government's will to solve the conflict 
peacefully. In addition, the statement noted that all 
initiatives and preconditions aimed at trying to reach the 
root cause of the conflict will give impetus to attempts 
to resolve the conflict peacefully. 


The statement recalled that a French Government dele- 
gation held talks with Foreign Minister Petros Solomon, 
chairman of the commission, and Mr. Isaias Afwerki, 
president of the State of Eritrea, on the conflict between 
Eritrea and Yemen. According to the statement, there 
was no misunderstanding during their discussions on the 
cause of the Eritrea- Yemen conflict. The statement went 
on to state that efforts being made by the French Gov- 
ernment and others are encouraging, and that the French 
Government delegation has accepted the Entrean Gov- 
ernment’s stance that understanding must be reached by 
Hoth sides on the cause of the conflict. [passage omut- 
ted} 


Somalia 
Somalia: Forty-Four Aidid Men Said Killed in 
Baidoa Fighting 12 Feb 


FA1402193096 Mogadishu Voice of the Somali 
Republic in Somali 1700 GMT 14 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Text) A top official of the Rahan- 
wein Resistance Army, RRA, has said his forces have 
launched a strong attack on Horseed a locality in Baidoa 
District, in Bay province, killing 44 bandits supporting 
the intransigent Aidid. In the attack, which was launched 
on the night of 12 February, seven of the terrorists were 
taken hostage 


The RRA spokesman of the RRA urged his forces to 
strengthen the security of the road linking Bay province 
with the national capital, Mogadishu 


This report may contain copynghted maternal Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited eithout permission of the copynght owners 
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Somalia: Ali Mahdi Comments on Conduct of 
Former Supports 

£A1402192796 Mogadishu Vowe of the Somali 
Republic in Somali. 1700 GMT 14 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The president of the So- 
mali Republic and chairman of the Somali Salvation 
Alliance, SSA, and vanguard of peace and national 
unity, Ali Mahdi Mohamed, has specifically spoken 
about issues concerning some individuals belonging to 
the groups that support the USC-SSA [United Somali 
Congress], who have joined the so-called government 
of Mohamed Farah Aidid. The president said the con- 
duct was unexpected of people considered sane and who 
hailed trom the allied clans. 


President Ali Mahdi: Mohamed made the remarks 1n an 
address to the nauion. [passage omitted] 


The president said the ulumate solut on was to convene 
a national conference aimed at creating a broad-based 
Somali government that enjoyed the support of the 


people 
Tanzania 


Tanzania: Government Reiterates Call for 
Rwandan Refuyees To Leave 

FAIS02194596 Dar es Salaam Radto Tanzania 
Network in Swahili 1700 GMT 1S Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Government of Tanzania 
has again called on Rwandan tefugees to return home 
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and insisted it will never again accept refugees except 
those with genuine reasons 


Speaking to correspondents in Dar es Salaam today, 
Mr. Jakaya Kikwete, minister for foreign affairs and 
internauonal cooperation, said that to ensure refugees 
return to their homes, the Government of Tanzania met 
Kwandan leaders who assured him that refugees could 
return home safely. Mr. Kikwete said refugees fear 
being killed, while others are afraid that yustice will not 
be done to them by the legal institutions, a claim denied 
by the Rwandan leaders 


Qn the killings in % i he said the Tanzanian 
Government want en such killings. The refugees 
must return hom: aid pesce and tranquility restored, 
since chaos there 4 * te another burden of retugees 
coming to Tanzanis 


This report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without pesmussion of the copynght owners 
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South Africa: President's Off.ce Denies Rumors of 
M -ndela Heart Attack 


M61602082596 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0808 GMT 16 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) CAPE TOWN Feb 16 SAPA 
— President Nelson Mandela had not suffered a heart- 
attack, the president's office repeated on Friday. For 
the second consecutive day the financial markets have 
been reacting to rumours about the president's health to 
the detriment of the rand. His official spokesmen have 
denied the rumours each time. 


South Africa: ‘Healthy’ Mandela Appears, Denies 
Heart Attack Rumors 


MB1602093496 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0928 GMT 16 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} CAPE TOWN Feb 16 SAPA 
~~ A healthy President Nelson Mandela on Friday 
dashed rumours that he had suffered a heart-attack, 
saying he was feeling on top of the world. 


He dismissed the rumours as “not as serious as when 
I twice learnt on Robben Island that ! was dead’. The 
president, accompanied by visiting Namibian President 
Sam Nujoma. was speaking during a photo opportunity 
at Tuynhuys. 


Rumours of Mandela's ill-health circulated around the 
Johannesburg Stock Exchange late Thursday afternoon 
and again on Friday morning despite denials by the 
president's office he had suffered a heart-attack. 


On where the rumours had started, he said he believed 
it was from off the cuff-remarks he made during 
Thursday afternoon's presidental reply. He had first 
heard of the rumoured heart-attack later on Thursday 
while addressing an ANC National Working Committee 
meeting in Cape Town. A colleague had remarked that 
it sounded as though “I was saying goodbye to my 
country”. 


For the second consecutive day the financial markets 
have been affected by rumours being spread on the 
Johannesburg Stock Exchange about the president's 
health to the detriment of the rand. 


South Africa: Nation Grants Most-Favored-Nation 
Trade Status to Beijing 


MBi502190996 Johannesburg THE STAR (Business 
Report supplement) in English 15 Feb 96 p 3 


[Report by Shirley Jones] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} Durban — South Afmca and 
mainland China have exchanged most favoured nation 
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Status through an exchange of notes, and the signing ol 
an agreement is a mere formality. 


Reporting back Ou the much maligned trade mission 
to mainland China, which returned last weekend, the 
deputy director of foreign trade relauons, Kate Kuper 
said the agreement was ‘an incredibly significant 
achievement which would make a material difference 
to both job creation and the income stream into the 
county. 


She said that unul now China had, in effect, enjoyed 
favoured nation status as far as South Africa was 
concerned, but South Africa did not enjoy reciprocal 
treatment. 


This agreement would open the gates for many more 
South African companies to export to mainland China 
— a crucial development as the only means of address- 
ing the current account deficit was by increasing exports. 


South African exports to mainland China increased 106 
percent in the period from last January to August from 
the same period in 1994. Kuper said although this was 
off a low base, increases had been in the order of 100 
percent for the past five years, indicating the potential 
market penetration for value added products. 


“This translates directly into job creation. South African 
companies have said that if they can increase imports 
into China, they will have to employ more people, she 
said. 


Kuper said most favoured nation status would benefit 
South African exporters who faced transshipment costs 
and duties of between 6 percent and XO percent. These 
acted as barriers to the massive Chinese market, which 
was less brand conscious than most. 


The extra costs raise the entry level for South African 
companies and local exporters have a smaller share of 
the market. 


Kuper said the trade and industry department was 
sensitive to industry and labour concerns and had begun 
to address these during last week's negotations with 
mainland China. 


She said although swuict criteria were being applied to 
these, the government was not out to protect South 
African industry without good reason and sufficient 
evidence, and would consider each case on tts merits 


She said allegations of dumping had heen vigorously 
contested and extremely hard to prove. 


This report may contain copyrighted material Copying and dissemination 
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South Africa: Namibian President Makes 
Unannounced Visit 


MB1602100696 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1000 GMT 16 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} CAPE TOWN Feb 16 SAPA 
— President Nelson Mandela and his Namibian coun- 
terpart Sam Nujoma met at Tuynhuys in Cape Town on 
Friday to discuss matters of common interest. 


The nature of the discussions were “highly confidential’, 
Mandela said, without elaboraung further. Both Finance 
Minister Chris Liebenberg and Deputy Foreign Minister 
Aziz Pahad were at the talks. 


Last week Mandela told the opening of Parliament that 
South Africa would not insist on the repayment of 
Namubia’s disputed R1.4 billion [rands} debt. Lieben- 
berg also told Parliament earlier this week a solution to 
Namibia's debt should be found by the end of February. 
The debt had been run up under the National Party gov- 
ernment and would be treated as one-off amount. The 
amount had not, however, been included in the Adjust- 
ments Estimate of R6 billion. 


Nujoma’s visit came as a surprise to the South African 
and Namibian media who were unaware of his arrival 
in his Cape Town. 


South Africa: Gauteng Premier Receives Honors on 
Visit to Cuba 


MB1602132196 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1242 GMT 16 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) JOHANNESBURG Feb 16 
SAPA — Gauteng premier Tokyo Sexwale has been 
awarded the freedom of Cuba's Havana City province, 
a spokesman for the premier’s office in Johannesburg 
said on Friday. 


He said in a statement Sexwale and a Gauteng govern- 
ment delegation, which included finance and economic 
affairs MEC [member of the Executive Council] Jabu 
Moleketi and other senior officials, arrived in Havana 
on Wednesday [14 February) on the last leg of their 
two-week visit to North America. They weve met at Jose 
Marti airport in Cuba's capital by SA [South Africa] am- 
bassador John Nkadimeng, Gauteng health MEC Amos 
Masondo — who arrived in Cuba several days earlier 
— and senior Cuban government officials. 


Sexwale was declared “guest of honour of Havana’ by 
Marunez Corona, president of the Provincial Assembly 
of People’s Power of Havana City, wio said the award 
was given to the premier because “he has excelled in 
his social and political life”. “The award signifies the 
eternal frendship between our two cites and provinces 
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and pledge to work together for the greater future and 
freedom of our people,” Corona said. 


Sexwale said South Africans thanked Cuba for their 
“heroic victory’ over South African soldiers at Quito 
Cuanivale, a victory that heralded the freedom of An- 
gola, Namibia and South Africa. He said relauons be- 
tween the people of both provinces would be expanded 
through the reciprocal exchange of knowledge on their 
history, culture, customs and traditions. 


Through the agreement the provinces would exchange 
informauon and establish exchange programmes on 
health, science, sports, culture and other fields of inter- 
est. They would also promote economic and commercial 
links. 


Sexwale said the agreement was not merely the joining 
of hands between the respecuve people, but was ‘a 
living symbol of the historic and enduring bonds that 
bind our people’. 


“It is a fundamental covenant informed by our determi- 
nation to ensure that we all benefit.” 


The delegation is due back in South Africa on Monday 
[19 February]. In the past two weeks the delegation has 
visited Washington — where Sexwale held talks with 
US Vice-President Al Gore and acting Secretary of State 
Peter Turnoff — as well as New York, Atlanta, Orange 
Country, San Francisco and Los Angeles. 


South Africa: Norwegian Prime Minister Wraps Up 
Visit 

MB1502062396 Johannesburg SAPA in English 

0345 GMT 15 Feb 96 


{Report by Jonathon Rees] 


{(FBIS Transcribed Text] JOHANNESBURG Feb 14 
SAPA — Norwegian business was actively trying to 
rebuild the economic links with South Africa severed 
during the apartheid years, visiting Norwegian Prime 
Minister Gro Harlem Brundtland said on Wednesday. 


She hoped her four-day visit to South Africa would be 
followed by an increase in trade between the countries. 
‘I have had some people in my delegation who are 
active to try and recreate links from history,” Brundtland 
said after meeting business, labour and government 
for talks at the National Economic Development and 
Labour Council. 


Norway was among the countries which took apartheid- 
era sancuons most seriously and cut off business links, 
she said in an interview. “They need to be re- 
established.” South Africa exported goods worth R460 
million [rands} to Norway in 1994, against imports 


This report may contain copynghted matena) Copying and dissemination 
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from Norway worth R74 million. Norway contributes 
R60 million annually to South Africa's Reconstrucuon 
and Development Programme. 


Brunduand was due to fly home on Wednesday night. 
She described her experience in South Africa as “very 
moving and very intensive’, parucularly a visit to 
Robben Island with President Nelson Mandela and an 
address to a joint sitting of Parliament. 


Visits to townships in Johannesburg and Cape Town had 
reinforced Norway's belief in continuing aid to South 
Africa, with a special focus on developing small and 
black businesses. “It just underlines our opinion that 
we will continue working with South Africa... with our 
development aid into those areas of your society where 
it is most needed,” she said. 


Development of human resources shou!d be a priority as 
south Africa creates more equality and opportunities for 
the disadvantaged. This was what Norway had done this 
century as it advanced from a poor country to among 
the richest in Europe. “It is the basic challenge of human 
resources which I would underline,” she said. 


Brundtland later announced a R6 million Norwegian 
donation to develop the library and research capacity 
at the Constitutional Court, the court said. The money, 
pledged at Mandela's 1994 inauguration “as a mark of 
respect... for the achievement of democracy and human 
rights in South Africa", would be used to create an 
outstanding library for legal research. 


Brundiland also paid tribute to veteran anti-apartheid 
cleric Beyers Naude and announced a R1.8 million 
scholarship in his name for the youth of Alexandra 
Township North in Johannesburg. Speaking after a tour 
of the crowded township, she described Naude as a 
symbol of hope for Alexandra whose Christian Institute 
was the first to receive Norwegian church aid in 197] 
after he renounced apartheid. She urged self-reliance for 
Alexandra residents. 


During her visit, Brundtland signed several bilateral 
agreements and said she favoured a permanent seat for 
South Africa on the United Nations Security Council. 


South Africa: Mandrax’s Legality in Mozambique 
Causing Problems 

MB1502062296 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0239 GMT 15 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] NELSPRUIT Feb 14 SAPA — 
One of the most widely abused drugs in South Africa, 
mandrax, is legal in Mozambique, causing an influx of 
the substance into South Africa through Mpumalanga’'s 
borders. 
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"We are fighting it on our side of the border, but what 
can we do when the smugglers can't get prosecuted 
in Mozambique even if we send up-offs to the po- 
lice?" Mpumalanga Premier Mathews Phosa asked on 
Wednesday. "We're trying to convince the government 
there to outlaw the drug, which is shipped into Ma- 
puto from Bombay and a few other places,” he told 
AFRICAN EYE NEWS SERVICE. 


Praising the Mozambican police, who recenuy returned 
29 stolen vehicles and an undisclosed number of cat'le 
to South Africa, Phosa added that even more co- 
Operation was needed. “Smugglers simply drive stolen 
vehicles through our border fence and sometimes even 
have tow-trucks waiting for them on the Mozambican 
side in case they break down or get stuck,” he said. 


Commenting on the recent increas’ in vehicle hijacking 
along the N4 highway linking Gauteng with Mozam- 
bique, Phosa said he had ordered his safety and security 
MEC (member of the Executive Council] to increase po- 
lice security along the route. The new political stability 
in both South Africa and Mozambique had increased 
trade and traffic between the two regions. “Criminals 
have targeted this economic upswing and are now prey- 
ing on travellers,” he said. Police reported successful 
anti-hijacking campaigns in Gaueng had forced hijack- 
ers to switch their operations to surrounding provinces. 
Luxury vehicles and delivery trucks carrying freight 
were targeted. 


Mpumalanga Police Commissioner Alfred Malete said 
it was hoped increased security measures along the N4 
would be in place before the planned Maputo Corridor 
came into being. This might include air patrols and fixed 
observation points. 


South Africa: KwaZulu/Natal Said Ready for Local 
Government Elections 


MB1602054096 Johannesburg SABC | Television 
Network in Xhosa 1730 GMT 15 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} KwaZulu/Natal Province 1s 
now ready for the local government election after 
months and months of preparation. The election is on 
29 May. According to local government official Peter 
Miller, everything is on course. 


The local government election was delayed in KwaZulu/ 
Natal because of demarcation problems, which have 
since been resolved. Miller says the government has 
set aside 87 million rands for the elections and the 
training of 50,000 electoral officers. Miller said Durban 
will be under a metropolitan council, while other areas 
will be under seven regional councils. The province will 
have 1,221 councillors but, according to Miller, this will 
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not mean there is the danger of a gravy train, as the 
councillors will be paid per attendance of meetings. It 
is hoped the elections will be problem-free. 


(Begin Miller recording, in English} This is going to be 
a bitterly contested election, and therefore, every inch 
of political turf is contested. But even to get agreement 
between the political parties as to where you put a 
polling booth becomes a major issue, and in particular 
the problems around recruiting those 50,000 people 
because one party says, all those people support the 
Opposing party — we won't agree to them, we want 
these people appointed. Another party says, the people 
you want appointed all support you, we won't agree to 
that. So I have got to try and achieve a miracle of perfect 
neutrality. [end recording] 


Miller's arrangements have yet to be approved by 
the province's local government committee. As we 
speak, the ANC, with 50 percent in PCLG [?Provincial 
Committee on Local Government] has already rejected 
the provision that all chiefs, even those not voted for, 
should be members of regional councils by virtue of 
being chiefs. 


South Africa: Mandela — Government Not To 
Tolerate Threats of Violence 


MB1502141596 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1323 GMT 15 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] CAPE TOWN Feb 15 SAPA 
— The government could not allow itself to operate 
under the shadow of threats of violence and instability, 
President Nelson Mandela said on Thursday. 


Replying to debate on his opening-of-Parliament speech, 
he said the government had to express its concern that in 
this democratic South Africa veiied threats were issued 
that if certain things did not happen there would be 
violent conflict. 


If there were indeed defects in the democratic system 
that prevented people from exercising their will, these 
should be identified and dealt with. 


It had been brought to his attention that two days ago 
people claiming to be ANC supporters in Richmond had 
held a demonstration demanding that attorney-general 
grant bail to awaiting-trial individuals and threatened 
more action if this demand was not acceded to. 


"I wish to reiterate that we will ensure that the [words 
indistinct] sides of the imminent unveiling of the 
national crime prevention strategy.” 
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South Africa: ANC Calls ‘Corruption’ Survey 
‘Questionable’ 

MB1402200096 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1927 GMT 14 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) CAPE TOWN Feb 14 SAPA 
— The African National Congress on Wednesday said 
it was concerned about a government corrupuon survey 
conducted by the Institute for Democracy in SA [South 
Africa] [Idasa], saying the pattern of such surveys 
undermined the fledgling democracy. 


"In this regard, it will be unfortunate if a publi. 
perception wre to develop that Idasa seeks not to ensure 
clean governance but to undermine the confidence, 
legiumacy and status of the democratic government in 
the eyes of the majority,” the ANC said in a statement. 


“What remains questionable ... Is the manner in which 
Idasa conducts such surveys... . The ANC urges Idasa 
to reconsider its approach to these sensitive issues.” 


The survey found most people believed the new gov- 
ernment to be at least as corrupt, if not more so, than 
its predecessor. 


“The ANC shares the concern of the public on this 
matter and is the first organisation to put into place 
effective pre-emptive measures to prevent all its public 
representatives from being vulnerable to such acts, now 
or in the future,” the party said. 


It said the National Assembly would soon adopt a 
code of conduct for members of all political parties 
in Parliament, which would hopefully be extended to 
provincial legislatures in the near future. 


South Africa: NP’s Meyer ‘Committed’ to 
Multiparty Democracy 

MB1402160496 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1510 GMT 14 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} CAPE TOWN Feb 14 SAPA 
— National Party Secretary-General-Designate Roelf 
Meyer committed himself on Wednesday to ensuring 
progress towards multi-party democracy in South Africa 
over the next few years. 


This challenge was far greater than “only building 
the National Party [NP]", he said in debate on the 
president's speech. 

“It goes beyond the name and structures of the party 
too. It is a task that is also important not only to our 


generation. It is in fact a re-alignment of the political 
scene in South Africa.” 


Meyer, who said it was probably his last speech in the 
house as minister of provincial affairs and constitutional 
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development, said the re-alignment was no “quick fix’, 
but would be an extended and even painful process. 


The results would probabiy only be visible in three to 
10 years from now. 


“But we need to start working on this immediately. Our 
democracy has rooted well, and therefore we can start 
exploiting the freedom it has brought to us.” 


If this important challenge was neglected, South Africa 
might effectively end up as a one-party state ‘with all 
the dire consequences for this young democracy’. 


"An even worse concern is that it will lead to renewed 
black/white political tensions, with the subsequent fatal 
consequences for national unity and reconciliation.” 


The present party-political formations, which were sul] 
very much part of the apartheid era, should theretore be 
restructured to ensure effective black-white integration 
also on the political level. 


"Too many South Africans still perceive that there 1s 
only one political home available. What we need to do 
is to create alternative political options. 


The South African political scene ./as definitely large 
enough to accommodate more than one strong political 
home “for society to live safely in the environment of 
one nation’, Meyer said. 


He believed this ideal should be built on the recognition 
of specific common values and loyalues. 


Turning to the incident in Potgietersrus where black 
pupils had been turned away from a school, he said 1t 
was a “blatant misrepresentation’ to state, as the ANC 
had done, that the NP had not reacted to the situation. 


On local and provincial levels the NP had distanced 1t- 
self from the racist actions by the school authorities and 
fully supported the actions of the Northern Province's 
education MEC [member of the Executive Council]. 


South Africa: NP Announces Meyer's Assistants, 
New Deputy Minister 


MB1402193696 Johannesburg SABC 3 Television 
Network in English 1800 GMT 14 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The National Party [NP] has 
announced several new appointments following the 
resignations of Constitutional Development Minister 
Roelf Meyer and his brother Tobie, who served as 
deputy minister of land affairs, and what is seen as his 
last address as minister, Mr. Meyer bid the National 
Assembly and the Senate farewell today. 


[Begin recording] (Correspondent Ronel van Zy! 
ing back at his 20 months in the government o! 
unity, Mr. Meyer paid tnbute to the democra 
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process, to President Nelson Mandela, and to NP leader 
F.W. de Klerk, who entrusted him with a new positon 
of secretary general of the party. He said the next step 
was to work for a muluiparty democracy, 


{Meyer} This is, | believe, an ideal and a dream which 
is morally correct and as important to aspire to as the 
Original objective, as being mainly to bring democracy 
to our country, 


[Van Zyl] In his new challenge, Mr. Meyer will be 
joined by two assistants, Marthinus van Schalkwyk and 
David Malatsi. Fanus Schoeman, currently execuuve 
director of the NP, succeeds Tobie Meyer as deputy 
minister of land affairs. [end recording} 


Paper Assesses NP Meyer's Role as New Secretary 
General 


MB1602053996 Pretoria PATRIOT in Afrikaans 
9-15 Feb 96 po 


[Report by Henk van de Graaf] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] It doesn’t seem as if the 
media, including former National Party [NP]-aligned 
papers, are excited about F.W. de Klerk’s 2 February 
speech. His attempt at surprise by withdrawing Roelf 
Meyer from the cabinet was fairly weak and was 
overshadowed by events such as Land Affairs Minister 
Derek Hanekom’s land redistribution, SABC’s [South 
African Broadcasting Corporation] victory party over 
Afrikaans, and the euphoria that accompanied Bafana- 
Bafana’s [national soccer team] recent victory in the 
Confederation of African Football competion. 


The road the NP intends to take seems to be one of 
stealing a little from here and a little from there to 
eventually end up with its own “plan. 


From the right wing the NP has stolen the idea of 
Afrikaner people's unity when it announced that it wants 
to bring about a new movement to extend wider than 
small-party politics. And from the ANC it has stolen the 
idea of a secretary general, one could even say literally 
and figuratively. Roelf Meyer has been the epitome of 
the NP’s left wing. He has apparently become bosom 
friends with people like the ANC’s Cyril Ramaphosa, 
so much so that he had gradually become more ANC 
than NP. He ts, therefore, being ‘stolen’ from the ANC. 
The same applies to the utle of his post, the same as 
the ANC’s. It's a ‘coincidence’ that Roelf Meyer and 
his closest friend, Cyril Ramaphosa, find themselves in 
identical posts — both are secretaries general in their 
respective parties, both are, therefore, in touch with the 
people on the ground, and both, therefore, are the most 
logical successors to their respective leaders. 
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The NP now looks like a carbon copy [preceding two 
words in English} of the ANC: They both boast a 
secretary general, both are trying to woo and target the 
same support, and both are important gravy train riders. 
The only thing the NP lacks is a president at the head 
of its party. De Klerk, even though he is Mandela's 
second deputy president, is sull just a leader of the NP, 
while Mandela is already president of the ANC. This 
ule probably will exist in the NP after the next elecuon, 
when it will be the only possibility of de Klerk ever 
bearing the uule of president. 


The move to withdraw Roelf Meyer was purely a 
compromise between the so-called left- and right-wing 
{words indistinct] left-wingers had used Meyer to get at 
the right-wingers. For a moment the right-wing element 
managed to get its way, but the ulumate victory went to 
the left wing, which is now assured of a leftis successor 
to de Klerk, while this at the same time reveals de 
Klerk’s leanings: He is more to the left than to the right. 


In light of that, his offer to talk on common values 
requires scrutiny. The first question of course is: What 
has de Klerk got in common with us? Is the common 
ground based on language? Is it in fact his aborted 
negotiations and his laxity that have led to the Afrikaans 
language being where it is today” 


Is it based on culture? His policy of checks and coun- 
terbalances has failed so drasucally that our Afrikaner 
culture is now under serious threat. Once again his re- 
luctance to do something to recufy this situation 1s very 
Clear 


Is it based on schools? It is in fact the NP that broke 
its promises about our “own residential areas, “own 
schools,” and it was indeed the NP which introduced 
Model C schools, while Afrikaner people's nationalist 
groups had then predicted that Model C schools had no 
guarantees. [passage omitted] 


In any case, I'm not really optimistic about de Klerk’s 
proposed talks resulting in anything meaningful. It is 
just another propaganda pioy, which he himself knows 1s 
destined to fail but through which the attenuon of those 
he plans to engage ir dialogue will be diverted from 
more important issues. Have you ever thought about 
how Roelf Meyer, who has to conduct discussions on 
behalf of the NP, will be received by parties such as 
the Conservative Party, the Reformed National Party, 
the Boer State Party, and the Afrikaner Resistance 
Movement? Or are they being marginalized’ Someone 
like Tertius Delport would have found difficulty in 
gaining acceptance, even though he would have been 
more acceptable, but Roelf Meyer will have the same 
effect on those parties as a red cloth waved in front of 
a bull. We wish you luck, Meyer’ 
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South Africa: Democratic Party ‘Confident’ of 
Attracting More Voters 


MB1502062796 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2351 GMT 14 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] CAPE TOWN Feb 14 SAPA 
— The Democratic Party [NP] was confident of increas- 
ing its share of the national vote to between four and 
five percent after the local government elecuons in the 
Western Cape and KwaZulu-Natal, party leader Tony 
Leon said on Wednesday. 


Briefing diplomats and the media, Leon said the party's 
campaign would begin next week. It would also launch 
a massive membership drive. "The face of the party will 
change”, he said. The DP hoped to corner some three 
to four percent of the black vote. The party was not 
anxious to join up with any other party just for the sake 
of larger opposition to the African National Congress. 
The liberal values and rights that the party promoted 
would in any case probably not be accepted by other 
parties, he said. 


South Africa needed a vibrant, multi-party democracy 
and care had to be taken to ensure that President Nelson 
Mandela's call for a new patriousm in South Africa did 
not end up stifling dissent. Referring to the constitution- 
making process, he said it would not be viable to force 
a constitution through via a referendum. “A consutution 
opposed by 40 percent of the people is not worth the 
paper it is written on.” 


Asked about recent events in Potgietersrus where white 
parents tried to prevent black children enrolling at the 
local primary school, Leon said such action should be 
condemned. However, for each Potgietersrus there were 
thousand of other schools where there had been no such 
problems. The rapid integration of the education system 
in South Africa had been nothing short of a miracle 
when compared to the massive resistance in the United 
States’ southern states in the 1950's. “We have a lot to 
celebrate and not much to condemn,” he said. 


South Africa: Safety Minister Outlines New 
National Anti-Crime Measures 


MB1602124996 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1103 GMT 16 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] CAPE TOWN Feb 16 SAPA 
—-~ Plans to improve police crime intelligence gathering 
dramatically, and to transfer defence force members into 
new public order units to be established in all nine 
provinces were unveiled by Safety and Security Minister 
Sydney Mufamadi on Friday. 


Security controls at the country’s ports of entry and 
borders would also be tghtened and border patrol 
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units established, Mufamadi told a press and diplomatic 
briefing at Parliament. His ministry would also "go some 
way” this year to solving the perennial problem of low 
police salaries, an issue which continued to contribute 
to low morale. 


Mufamadi said “far reaching changes" were envisaged 
for the Criminal Investigation Section (CIS), which re- 
placed the old special branch, to improve its intelligence 
gathering capacity. "The detective branch is not well 
equipped in terms of human and skills resources. How 
can we be successful in the fight against crime if we 
have to rely on the old special branch for intelligence? 
The CIS was to be increased in size with recruits from 
Military Intelligence, National Intelligence Agency and 
the South African Secret Service. 


He was also negotiating with the Ministry of Defence 
to secure the transfer of defence force personnel to 
the police force. The soldiers would be used to create 
new public order units in all nine provinces and to 
reinforce other under-strength units. The possibility 
of transferring the salaries of these soldiers from the 
defence budget into the police budget had not been 
excluded, he said. French police experts would assist 
in the retraining of the public order units, Mufamadi 
said. 


The measures announced would help to ensure the 
police force would become more effective this year than 
it had ever been since it was formed in 1913. “We 
are aware that there is a general perception that the 
police are not doing enough in the fight against crime.” 
However, the government would not “throw money” at 
the police just because there was a crime problem. The 
onus was on commissioner George Fivaz to reprioritise 
the existing police budget. 


“There may be things that we were doing in the past 
that were not really necessary. For instance why should 
have a stock theft unit in Pretoria. They can be put to 
use chasing car hijackers.” Steps had already been taken 
which clearly indicated that police were getting to grips 
with crime. The setting up of the anti-corruption unit 
to probe claims of allegations involving policemen, and 
the car hijacking unit had delivered twin blows against 
organised crime. There had been “significant arrests” of 
policemen involved in car hijackings and car thefts and 
a reduction in the levels of car hijackings and thefts in 
Gauteng. 
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South Africa: General Urges Use of Military Only 
With ‘Serious Crimes’ 


MB1502062696 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2328 GMT 14 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text) JOHANNESBURG Feb 14 
SAPA — The South African National Defence Force 
{[SANDF] should not be involved in combating general 
crime, but rather serious crimes that threatened the coun- 
try’s constitutional dispensation, SANDF chief of staff 
operations Lt-Gen Wessel Kritzinger said on Wednes- 
day. 


A prerequisite for military involvement in crime fighung 
should be prevention rather than solving crime, he told 
the South African Security Federation's Security Africa 
"96 conference in Midrand. The military should engage 
in crime fighting only for limited periods and it should 
not be involved in investigating crime. 


The most serious threats to South Africa’s security were 
the influx of illegal immigrants and the proliferauon of 
illegal weapons, Kritzinger said. The SANDF should 
focus on border protecuon, including the prevention 
of drug smuggling, stocktheft and the plundering of 
South Africa’s marine resources. The SANDF's Rear 
Area Protection Unit played a critical role in preventing 
atta, s on farms. With the need for a common regional 
security policy, the SANDF was developing a plan 
for co-operation with other defence forces in southern 
Africa. 


South Africa: Truth Commission To Hold First 
Public Hearing 9 Apr 


MB1402154596 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1438 GMT 14 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town Feb 14 SAPA 
— The Truth Commission was considering holding its 
first public hearing on April 9 in the Eastern Cape, 
Commission Chairman Archbishop Desmond Tutu said 
on Wednesday. 


He also disclosed plans by the Commission to establish 
a physical presence in every town and township in 
the country. Tutu said the Commission would rely on 
volunteers or, if need be, paid officials to make the body 
as “people-friendly as possible’. 


The Commission had also decided to invite political par- 
lies, non- governmental and community-based organi- 
sauions, and other institutions to make written or oral 
submissions. 


He hoped these organisations could help the Commis- 
sion fulfil its “awesome task’ of piecing together a com- 
plete picture of human rights abuses over the past 30 
years. 
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The Commission had decided to make the invitation 
after in-depth discussions this week on how to deal with 
the thousands of cases expected to come before it. 


"This decision does not alter the Commission's deter- 
mination to maintain the primary focus of its work on 
victims and survivors of human rights abuses.” 


Tutu said the Commission had set its sights on the first 
Tuesday after Easter — which was symbolic — as the 
date for the first public hearing. 


He asked the media to assist the Commission in ensuring 
that not only the "big-name stories” got coverage, but 
also those of the "little people who normally get the thin 
end of the stick”. 


"There are millions whose tears have not always been 
recorded. We hope you will do in-depth accounts of 
those in the shadows so people know the price of 
freedom in South Africa." 


The Commission intended meeting the leaders ©! #1! 
political parties to inform them of its work and had 
already held talks with the leaders of the African 
National Congress, Pan Africanist Congress, National 
Party and Freedom Front. 


He had asked Inkatha Freedom Party leader Chief 
Mangosuthu Buthelezi this week whether a meeting 
could be arranged with his party's leadership. 


"We would hope to be able to deal with their reserva- 
tions. Often a face-to-face encounter helps to clear the 
air,” Tutu said. 


He, his deputy Dr Alex Boraine, and the Commission's 
Investigative Unit Chief Dumisa Ntsebeza would meet 
safety and Security Minister Sydney Mufamadi and 
police management on February 20 to discuss access to 
security police files and find out “what's been destroyed 
and what's still there”. 


Boraine said the Commission had appointed a financta! 
manager, personnel manager and research director, but 
was still having difficulty in finding suitable candidates 
to fill the crucial post of chief executive officer. 


"We have interviewed a number of people, but we don’t 
think we have the right person yet. It is our view the 
person should be black. We 2r° now aggressively head- 
hunting.” 


Written submissions should be sent to the Commission 
at PO Box 3162, Cape Town, 8000. 


South African Press Review for 16 Februrry 
MB1602122996 


(FBIS Report) 
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BUSINESS DAY 


Jobs Not Always Result of Growth —- Increasing the 
economic growth rate doesn’t automatically mean more 
jobs, according to Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in 
English in an editorial on page 12 on 16 February 
"South Africa’s unemployment is structural, rather than 
the temporary result of low economic growth rates. 
Changing it can only be achieved structurally, not by 
artificial attempts to create more jobs out of a given 
growth rate.” The editorial concludes: “If wage gaps 
are to be narrowed in South Africa, as much effort 
must be put into providing people with employable 
skills as to boosting the growth rate. This cannot be 
achieved solely by state spending on education and 
training. It, and moves to stimulate growth, have to be 
accompanied by incentives to corporations to recruit and 
train employees.” 


Support for Cuba, Libya Quesuoned — Another edito- 
rial in the same edition comments on President Man- 
dela’s support for Fidel Castro and Mu‘ammar al- 
Qadhdhafi: "President Mandela inust be hoping that nei- 
ther the Cuban nor the Libyan leaders accept his invi- 
tation to make official visits to this country. The pres- 
ence of Fidel Castro and Mu’ammar al-Qadhdhaf) as 
honoured state guests would cause inevitable discom- 
fort to a government prepared to lecture countries like 
Nigeria on democracy and human rights.” It concludes: 
"But how can Mandela support sanctions against Nige 
ria while embracing Castro, who may now be a less 
vicious dictator but is no democrat, and al-Qadhdhahi, 
who not only denies democracy in his own country but 
is accused of exporting terrorism around the world? 


NEW NATION 


Remember Debt to Cuba — “We will always be in- 
debted to the Cubans, who, in the spirit of interna- 
tionalism, continue to contribute to the battle against 
apartheid's legacy,” says a page 10 editorial in the 16 
February edition of Johannesburg NEW NATION in 
English. “It is important that South Africans remember 
this contribution and ensure that in formulating our for- 
eign policy, we do not take our cue from any one ideo- 
logical quarter in the world Instead, we niust be guided 
by the same objectives as the Cubatis — namely, to ad- 
vance democracy and poverty. 
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Angola 


Angola: UNITA Not To Quarter More Troops Until 
Better Conditions Provided 


LD1502173296 Lisbon Radio Renascenca 
in Portuguese to Europe 1600 GMT 15 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] In Angola an unhappy UNITA 
announced today that it will send no more troops to 
the UN-controlled quartering areas. It claimed that the 
camps lack the minimum conditions that should be 
expected, especially with regard to food and medical 
assistance. Our correspondent Paulo Juliao reports trom 
Luanda: 


(Juliao] UNITA said it would not send a single soldier 
more to the new areas prepared by the UN, unless 1t first 
received reassurances that minimum living conditions 
will be provided. 


Three new quartering compounds were due to open 
today in the provinces of Huila, Bie and Huambo. 
Brigadier Chassanha, UNITA’s number two man in 
the Joint Commission [monitoring the implementation 
of the peace accords] said that UNITA will refuse to 
quarter a single soldier more tor as long as their daily 
rations will contunue to be mealie porridge and rotten 
fish. Another complaint is that there is no adequate 
medical assistance for sick soldiers: 


[Begin Brigadier Chassanha recording] It is not a 
question of being prepared or not being prepared. It 
was agreed that first we would inspect the quartering 


areas and, if we deemed the conditions suitable, then of 


course we would start quartering troops. [end recording] 


{Juliao) That was UNITA’s Brigadier Chassanha. In the 
past few days UNITA quartered 14,000 soldiers, 81 of 
whom subsequently deserted and two Gied. 


The quartering of UNITA troops and the situation of 
the peace process will dominate the top-level MPLA 
{ruling party] meeting scheduled to start tomorrow here 
in Luanda with Eduardo dos Santos in the chair in his 
capacity of party president as well as president of the 
republic. 


Angola: UNITA Urges Unavem To !nspect Barracks 


MB1502200296 Jamba Voz da R: do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1900 GMT | 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The National Union for the To- 
tal Independence of Angola [UNITA] encourages the 
inspection of barracks by the UN Angoia Verification 
Mission [Unavem]-3 before beginning the second phase 
of troop confinement, Brigadier Urbano Tchassanha told 
Angolan national radio today. This measure is designed 
to avoid the inhumane conditions in confinement areas 
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The Unavem-3, the Humanitarian Assistance Coordina- 
lion Unit, and other groups involved in the continement 
process should encourage any means which will guar- 
antee the advancement of the process, because UNITA 
considers the situauon in the barracks, where soldiers 
are living on mealie porridge and rotten fish, immoral. 


Angola: Government Forces Reportedly Kidnap 
UNITA Troops 


MB1502205396 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1900 GMT 15 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Our correspondents reveal 
government forces continue to carry out military ac- 
lions, thus seriously violating the peace accords. Be- 
tween 9 and 15 February, about six National Union for 
the Total Independence of Angola's [UNITA] soldiers 
and some civilians were kidnapped by Angolan Armed 
Forces’ [FAA] troops in Lunda Norte Province. The 
whereabouts of these people are still unknown. It is be- 
lieved they are being subjected to serious interrogation 
by FAA forces to aid them in carrying out attacks on 
UNITA positions. [passage omitted] 


Angola: Army Personnel, Weapons Reportedly Sent 
to Lunda Norte 


MB1602071596 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Nevrv in Portuguese 0600 GMT 16 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] Armed men and lethal equip- 
ment were unloaded in Lunda Norte Province over the 
past few days. Sources in that province say the mil- 
itary personnel will beef up Angolan Armed Forces 
units planning to mount a large-scale offensive against 
National Union for the Total Independence of Angola- 
controlled areas. Reliable sources with the Military 
Command of Area No. 2 say soldiers were airlifted 
from Luanda to Saurimo, and from there to Lunda Norte 
Province on 30 January. 


Angola: UNITA Radio Criticizes Government 
Media Hostility 


MB!1402163796 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1200 GMT 14 Feb 96 


[Stauon Commentary] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Peace in Angola does not 
depend on predetermination. It depends on a firm desire 
by the involved parties to make concrete steps to speed 
up the implementation of the Lusaka Protocol and 
eliminate the large distrust, which results from war. 


All moves have an objective. This is the case with 
current hostile propaganda, which needs to be exposed. 
The decision by the government media to use a fiend, 
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who claims to belong to the National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola [(UNITA] but speaks 
against it, is a clear demonstration of this hostile 
propaganda which does not contribute toward peace. On 
the contrary, it revives the animosity of all the militants 
of this great party, UNITA, which, by the way, hold the 
key to peace. 


Angolans cannot expect peace if their leaders do not see 
the need and responsibility to heal wounds. This must 
entail the implementation of concerns voiced by one of 
the parties. To seek, at a time of peace, the assistance 
of scarecrows who at a certain stage of their lives regret 
their careers and confuse the minds of people who 
are courageously pursuing the ideals of freedom and 
democracy, is a clear desire to open old wounds. It is 
hostile propaganda. 


At this time of peace, we want people who encourage 
reconciliation of the whole Angolan family. Let detrac- 
tors and half-baked lawyers get in Parliament quietly. 
(refers to UNITA members with seats in parliament] 


All for the collective defense of peace! 


Botswana 


Botswana: Agreement Signed With Namibia on 
Disputed Sidudu Island 


MB1502133896 Gaborone Radio Botswana Network 
in English 1110 GMT 15 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The governments of Botswana 
and Namibia have signed a special agreement on the 
disputed Sidudu Island, to be submitted to the Interna- 
tional Court of Justice in The Hague, The Netherlands. 
The agreement was signed this morning at the Gaborone 
Sun Hotel by the permanent secretary for political af- 
fairs in the office of the president, Mi. Louis Selepeng, 
and Namibia's justice permanent secretary, Dr. Albert 
Kawana. 


For Namibia, the agreement will have to be ratified by 
Parliament, as required by that country’s constitution 
concerning the signing of international agreements. 


Mr. Selepeng said the signing of this agreement was 
another exercise in the process to peacefully resolve 
the Sidudu issue. He noted that on 15 February last 
year in Harare, Zimbabwe, the heads of state of the two 
countries agreed to refer the matter to the International 
Court of Justice in The Hague to determine the dispute. 
Mr. Selepeng said by signing the agreement, the two 
countries have committed themselves in advance to the 
outcome of the court's ruling. 


For his part, Dr. Kawana said the two governmenis 
will be bound by the results of the international court. 
Botswana's high commissioner to Namibia, Mrs. Twe- 
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lenyana Dithhabi-Oliphant, and Namibia's high com- 
missioner to Botswana, Dr. Joseph Hoebeb, were also 
present at the signing ceremony 


Swaziland 


Swaziland: Further on 18 Feb Meeting To Discuss 
National Strike 


MB1602072696 Mbabane THE SWAZI] OBSERVER 
in English 16 Feb 96 pp 1, 2 


[Report by Thulani Mthethwa] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] In a last ditch effort to rescue 
the country from another destructive stay-away on 
Monday [19 February] the government negotiations 
team in late night talks yesterday handed the Swaziland 
Federation of Trade Unions (SFTU) a small victory by 
allowing it to hold a workers mass meeting. 


This followed a resolution earlier on by workers in a 
brief meeting at Salesian sport ground to go on another 
mass Stay-away on Monday. That meeting was cut short 
by heavily armed police who declared 1t illegal. 


And after last night's major compromise by government 
during negotiations which lasted close to midnight, the 
SFTU moved swiftly by calling a workers meeting 
on Sunday. But that meeting is on condition that 
government formally authorises it. 


Government's compromise to allow the SFTU to go 
ahead and hold a mass meeting may yet salvage the 
negotiauons aimed at resolving the long drawn battle 
over the contentious 27 workers popular demands. 


Government is hoping that by facilitaung the SFTU to 
seek the mandate of the workers on a negotiated set- 
Ulement over the dispute on the remainder of the 27 
demands as well as the labour movement's additional 
political demands, it will not only ensure that negotia- 
tions remain on track but that workers will rescind yes- 
terday’s resolution for a mass stay-away on Monday. 


Convener of the negotiations, Dr Jeremiah Gule in an 
interview last night after lengthy negouations at the 
Mountain Inn said government's compromise to allow 
the SFTU to convene a workers meeting was to allow 
workers to review their decision to go on a stay-away 
on Monday so that negotiations are given a chance. 


But SFTU Secretary General, Mr Jan Sithole said the 
union requires a written document guaranteeing the 
Sunday workers mass meeting. 


The compromise was reached after the SFTU team had 
briefed the negotiators on the disruption of the sched- 
uled workers meeting in Manzini and their resolution to 
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go on another mass stay-away (0 press government to 
address the remainder of the 27 demands as well as to 
lift the ban on their meetings. 


Dr Gule said the government negotiations team wel- 
comed the briefing by the union regarding their failure 
to meet and review the resolution for a mass stay-away 
in Manzini yesterday afternoon. 


He said the negotiations process will depend on the 
decision of the workers whether to go ahead or not with 
Monday's mass stay-away. 


Dr Gule said the government team supported the SFTU 
executive that their membership should be allowed 
to meet in a healthy atmosphere when reviewing the 
decision without any prohibition and intimidation. 


"In any negotiation you need the mandate of the people 
whom you are negotiating for. 


“We feel SFTU should have the mandate from the 
workers in order to sustain the negotiations at table,” 
Dr Gule said. 


He acknowledged the predicament faced by both gov- 
ernment and union executive in nursing the negotiation 
process. 


Dr Gule said the union had maintained its commitment 
to the negotiations hence they should be allowed to 
consult their membership. 


He said the decision to allow the union to hold the 
meeting will be substantiated by a joint statement to be 
issued this afternoon. 


Meanwhile, Mr Sithole stated that workers should be 
given the mandate to review their decision. 


He said since the meeting planned for yesterday was 
abortive, that meant the decision to proceed with the 
stay-away on Monday still stands. 


The meeting in which the Mountain Inn compromise 
was hammered out started late after the government 
team had waited for ages for the SFTU team. 


Negotiations had broken off earlier in the day to allow 
the SFTU officials to attend the workers scheduled 
meeting and were to be reconvened at 7pm. But after 
waiting close to two hours for the return of the SFTU 
team, the government just about gave up. 


Swaziland: Government Agrees To ‘Facilitate’ 
Workers’ Mass Meeting 


MB1602060496 Johannesburg SAfm Rudio Network 
in English 0500 GMT 16 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} The Swaziland Government 
has agreed to facilitate a mass meeting of workers called 
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by ihe Swaziland Federation of Trade Unions [SFTU] 
and its allies. This was announced after a meeting 
between the government, the SFTU, and the Swaziland 
Federation of Employers last night. 


The mass meeting will be held next Sunday [18 Febru- 
ary} in Manzini. It is speculated that King Mswau III 
will use the opportunity to announce major national pol- 
icy and political changes, including the scrapping of a 
decree banning political parties and the holding of unau- 
thorized public meetings without police permission. 


The tripartite negotiations will resume today, after the 
king opens Parliament. Earlier yesterday th? SFTU 
announced that it had decided to go ahead with a 
general strike on Monday. The federation’s conditions 
for calling off the stayaway will be discussed at the mass 
meeting. A stayaway last month shut down the Swazi 
economy, but crumbled when King Mswati ordered 
Swazis back to work. 


Swaziland: Respect for Monarch Reportedly 
Eroding 


MB1402155096 Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 
14 Feb 96 pill 


[Report by Thulani Mthethwa] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Manzini — The tiny kingdom 
of Swaziland, once known for its peace and tranquility, 
is reeling from political turbulence, which led to a week 
long mass stayaway by workers recently. 


Indeed, King Mswati is in a rough furrow as the winds 
of change culminate in political uprisings in various 
corners of the country. The universal phenomenon of 
democratisation is beginning to take a grip. 


While its neighbours have democratised, Swaziland — 
under the king — has resisted change and remains 
subject to authorita”an rule. 


The stayaway cost Swaziland about 50 million Emalan- 
geni (about R40 million), says Mike Matsebula, an eco- 
nomics lecturer at the University of Swaziland. 


The action started on January 22 and dragged on until 
the following Saturday (27 January] when the king 
ordered the participants to return to work by Monday 
(January 29). 


Matsebula says the country suffered short and potential 
long-term losses, the short-term costs being the loss in 
production of locally made goods (such as refrigerators, 
glasses and other products for export). 


The long-term fears are the possible loss of investors 
who, says Matsebula, might consider relocating, causing 
damage to the ailing economy. 
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Moves towards democracy have seen the formation of 
Opposition political organisations and the future of the 
monarchy which is directly involved in the political 
arena — looks stark. 


The king is responsible for appointing the Cabinet, 
“rime minister, senators and members of parliament. 


The strong respect for the monarchy, especially in 
the rural areas, is being eroded as some Cabinet 
ministers and privileged individuals surrounding the 
king improperly acquire farms and other property under 
the pretext that the king “forgets” about his rural 
subjects. 


Political parties, including the People’s United Demo- 
cratic Movement, have said in numerous letters ad- 
dressed to the king that he should adopt the role of 
a constitutional monarch and leave the business of pol- 
itics to the politicians. 

The parties have also said the prime minister and his 
government should be answerable to the nation, which 
is not currently the case as they see themselves directly 
responsible to the monarch. 


The week-long mass stayaway under the leadership of 
the Swaziland Federation of Trade Unions (SFTU) was 
marked by an atmosphere of anger and resentment of 
workers at the authoritarian political system. It paralysed 
the country, both economically and socially. 


Workers originally submitted demands to the govern- 
ment in 1994 and it is a ?ack or action on these that has 
led to the dissent. 


The demands include empowering the Industrial Court 
to reinstate unlawfully sacked workers, recogmition of 
May Day as a paid public holiday, paid maternity leave, 
no taxation of retrenched workers’ benefit, adequate 
accommodation for the police, press freedom and the 
establishment of a constitutional forum. Public Service 
Minister Albert Shabangu has claimed the workers’ 
demands are being met through the introduction of an 
amended Industrial Relations Bill of 1995. 


But the bill has been scorned by the SFTU and the 
Federation of Swaziland Employers (FSE), who see it 
as an undemocratic legal instrument because they were 
not formally invited lo contribute to its contents. 


Instead, they demand that a document known as the Tri- 
partite Protocol — of the government, SFTU and FSE, 
which embraced the 27 demands made on the govern- 
ment — be recognised by the government, replacing the 
Industrial Relations Bill. 


However, there has been a deadlock because the govern- 
ment has not shown a willingness to adopt the protocol, 
apparently preferring to suck with the bill. 
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The SFTU has now been mandated by ‘ts members to 
consult different civic groups and poliucal parties. 


Swaziland: Labor Federation ‘Concerned’ About 
COSATU ‘Interference’ 


MB1602072496 Mbabane THE SWAZI OBSERVER 
in English 16 Feb 96 pS 


{Report by Sithemba Dlamini] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Swaziland Federation of 
Labour (SFL) yesterday said it was concerned by the 
reported interference of the Confederation of South 
African Trade Unions (COSATU) in the issue of the 
workers 27 popular demands. 


Assistant Secretary General of SFL, Mr Dan Mango 
said much as they appreciated that unions and their 
federations are at liberty to seek assistance from their 
friends whether from within or outside the country, it 
would be of concern if “our colleagues in COSATU 
were to exert pressure for attainment of all the 27 
demands ’. 


This follows reports that the Swaziland Federauon 
of Swaziland Trade Unions (SFTU) had sought the 
assistance of organisations outside Swaziland which 
include COSATU to pressure government to address the 
remainder of the 27 demands. 


Mr Mango said it is SFL’s view that not all of the 27 
demands are attainable within a short space of ume. 


Explained Mr Mango: “Some, even in the next five 
years, would still be outstanding,” he said. “Others it 
would take a further sacrifice from workers by way, for 
instance, of increased taxes. 


This may well be true, say, for housing of police, the 
nauonal social security scheme. 


“I am sure that they have all studied the demands and 
will appreciate the position. Of major concern though, 
is government's dragging of feet on the other demands 
within her power to attend to.” 


Swaziland: Prime Minister Praises Republic of 
China for Assistance 


MB1502100896 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND in English 15 Feb 96 p 7 


[Report by Phiwokwakhe Ngidi] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Mbabane — The Prime Min- 
ister Prince Mbilini has praised the Republic of China 
for the assistance rendered to the country. 


The Prime Minister was addressing a four men delega- 
tion from Taiwan that paid a courtesy call on him at the 
Cabinet offices. 
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A press statement from the Prime Minister's office said 
the delegation was led by the Executive Secretary of 
International Economic Development Fund, Yan Chou. 


The delegation is in the country to make a further 
study and assessment of local industries and the small/ 
medium development situation. The delegation will also 
hold talks with government officials and organisations 
concerned with the implementation of this programme. 


The visit by the delegation follows the second session of 
the Economic and Technical Co-operation Conference 
which was held in the country in December last year. 
In that session, Taiwan agreed to second technical 
personnel to the country to assist in the small-medium 
enterprises development programme. 


Chou told Pnnce Mbilini that the success of the pro- 
gramme lies in the vigorous human resources develop- 
ment through training. 


The Chinese ambassador to the country Ent: Liu said 
the time was ripe for the two countries to embark on 
a new strategy of development. He echoed the close 
cooperation Swaziland and Taiwan have enjoyed tor 
many years. 


Zimbabwe 


Zimbabwe: Mugabe Launches Election Campaign 
With Attack on Teachers 


MB1402200496 Harare Zimbabwe National 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 
1800 GMT 14 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} President Robert Mugabe has 
launched his presidental campaign in Mashonaland 
West province, with a scathing attack on school au- 
thorities who fail to take life saving measures to avert 
disasters that have claimed 24 children in the past three 
months. Addressing about 6,000 people at Chikangwe 
Stadium in Karoi, Comrade Mugabe said it 1s high ime 
that school teachers played the role of parents. 


His attack arose from an incident in which 22 people 
from (Moleli) Secondary School drowned at Lake 
(Cheborone) near Harare last December, when their boat 
capsized. Two more children drowned on Saturday [10 
February} while taking a night swim at Jameson High 
School in Kadoma, both schools are in Mashonaland 
West Province. At the same gathering Comrade Mugabe 
urged Zimbabweans to take advantage of abundant rains 
this year, to make maximum use of agricultural land. 
The president also asked Zimbabweans to venture into 
such businesses as mining, and not leave it all to foreign 
investors. 
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Zimbabwe: Vice Presidents Muzenda and Nkomo 
Campaign for Mugabe 
MB1402204196 Harare Zimbabwe National 


Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 
1800 GMT 14 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} Vice President, Comrade S1- 
mon Muzenda, has called on Zimbabweans to be respon- 
sible and accountable for their actions, instead of blam- 
ing their own failures on President Robert Mugabe and 
the government. They were addressing more than 3,500 
people who turned up for the ZANU-PF [Zimbabwe 
Atncan National Union-Patnouc Front] at (Tongogara) 
in Shurugwi this morning. Comrade Muzenda says some 
people have acquired the tendency to blame the pres- 
ident for shortcomings of some government workers. 
He, however, said the government tries to provide re- 
sources to people, adding that it is up to citizens to carry 
out their necessary duties. He also called on the district 
leadership to report any ministry which does not carry 
out its duties properly, to speed up development in the 
country. 


Vice President, Dr. Joshua Nkomo, has urged all Zim- 
babweans to remain united under the leadership of Com- 
rade Mugabe. Addressing campaign rallies in (Sinovela) 
and Jumbo today, he described Comrade Mugabe as a 
man with a proven record before and after indepen- 
dence. Dr. Nkomo said land redistribution will be one 
of Comrade Mugabe's prioriues once reelected. He said 
there is a need to recover land which was stolen by the 
colonialists. 


Zimbabwe: Editorial Decries South African 
‘Reluctance’ To Open Market 


MB1502194496 Harare THE FINANCIAL GAZETTE 
in English 8 Feb 96 p4 


{ Editorial] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) South Africa’s reluctance to 
open its market to its SADC [Southern Afncan De- 
velopment Communiiy] partners defies the letter and 
spirit of the regional grouping and threatens to perpetu- 
ate poverty and instability in the subcontinent. The con- 
sequences for South Africa itself and the whole region 
in general are too ghastly to contemplate. South Africa 
should therefore be advised that while the laager it has 
built around itself might benefit it in the short-term, 1 
could smother it in the long-run. 


SADC has a trade development and promouon strategy 
and a protocol on trade and investment. 


The SADC trade development and promotion strategy’s 
objectives are to facilitate the creation of a regional mar- 
ket and thus enhance the development of a strong re- 
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gional community; and to enhance the establishment of 
export-oriented investments by opening up opportuni- 
ties for new products and markets. 


The objectives of the protocol on trade and investment 
are to facilitate, increase and promote intra-SADC trade 
through the elimination of tariffs and non-tariff barriers; 
and to allow for competition and free and fair trade 
among SADC countries. 


SADC also has a trade liberalisation programme aimed 
at boosting export trade through the elimination of 
foreign exchange rationing and the removal of non-tariff 
barriers as well as commercially-oriented protectionist 
elements including tariffs and industrial restrictions. 


Pretoria seems not to be taking these SADC clauses seni- 
ously and at last week's annual consultative conference 
in Johannesburg, it displayed an arrogance which does 
not augur well for regional development. South African 
ministers were “prominent by their absence” and Presi- 
dent Mandela was whisked away soon after his opening 
address to the trade and investment portion of the con- 
ference, showing the regiona, giant was not putting its 
weight behind SADC’s main objectives. 


The trade imbalance is worrying to say the least and 
its immediate result has been the closure of several 
companies in weaker countries such as Zimbabwe and 
Zambia. South Africa's exports to the rest of Africa 
jumped to US$6.3 billion in 1994 from $456 million 
in 1987 while imports from the rest of the continent 
Stagnated at an average $1.6 billion annually in the same 
period. 

South Africa’s export incentives, providing rebates of 
up to 50 percent to SA [South Africa] companies which 
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can then afford to sell their products at a discount north 
of the Limpopo, have led to the collapse of several 
companies in the region. 


South Africa is already feeling the impact of de- 
industrialisatiun and unemployment in neighbouring 
countries, hence its home affairs minister Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi was in Zimbabwe recently to discuss with his 
counterpart, Dumiso Dabengwa, how border jumping 
by Zimbabweans into South Africa could be curbed. 
Such border jumping is likely to continue as the trade 
imbalance continues and more and more people are 
left without jobs north of the Limpopo. Furthermore, if 
nascent stability and democracy in the region collapse 
as a result of such de-industrialisation, this will have a 
negative impact on South Africa as well. 


South Africa should stop the seemingly deliberate ploy 
of its manufacturers to ensure total access to neighbour- 
ing markets once a free trade zone is established be- 
cause, if allowed to succeed, it will prove devastating 
to the whole region. 


Some have said South Africa should devalue its cur- 
rency to make it convertible thus getting rid of the 
need for export subsidies. Others have suggested that the 
Southern African Customs Union, described as a “mas- 
sive fortress", should be opened to allow other countries 
in the region fairer access. 


Whatever the case, South Africa needs urgently to 
review its attitude to its regional partners if it wishes 
to avoid friction and long-term damage. 


It would be a pity if Pretoria was to be responsible for 
a second wave of destabilisation. 
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Cote d’lvoire 


Cote d’Ivoire: Security Minister Warns Against 
Street Demonstrations 


AB 1402175196 Abidjan Radio Cote d'Ivoire Chaine 
Nationale-Une Network in French 
1245 GMT 14 Feb 96 


{Statement by Security Minister Gaston QOuassenan 
Kone in Abidjan on 14 February — recorded] 


(FBIS Translated Text] My dear countrymen, we have 
come to the end of the general elections provided fer 
under the law — namely, the presidential, legislative, 
and municipal elections. Apart from a few unfortunate 
excesses which led to the situations you are aware of, 
Cote d'Ivoire has in all demonstrated political maturity 
that is worthy of praise. Generally speaking, we have 
proved that our country is resolutely committed to the 
path of democracy but democracy has its rules. 


Democracy stems, on the one hand, from a confrontation 
of ideas, and on the other from the verdict of the polls 
that every citizen must accept. For smooth democracy to 
prevail, the law has provided for paths to seek redress. 
Any citizen can seek these paths whenever necessary. 
Unfortunately, instead of taking these legal paths, some 
candidates who lost in the elections have been inciting 
their supporters to hold street demonstrations aimed at 
disturbing public order. The government wants to make 
it a point to reaffirm its firm determination to prevent 
disorder wherever it comes from. Now that the election 
campaigns are over, headquarters of election candidates 
should no longer operate and must, therefore, close 
down. Any person contravening this legal provision will 
have to face the full force of the law. 


The Gambia 


The Gambia: Police, Intelligence Agency Arrest 
Journalist Over Leaflet 


AB 1402140396 Paris AFP in French 
1203 GMT 14 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] Banjul, 14 Feb (AFP) — 
Fatoumata Jailow, a journalist with the independent 
DAILY OBSERVER, was arrested in Banjul today 
by the police and National Intelligence Agency, an 
informed source said. Ms. Jallow is reportedly under- 
going interrogation for the distribution in The Gambia 
of leaflets written by Captain Ebou Jallow, former 
spokesman of The Gambian military regime who has 
taken refuge in the United States, the same source said. 


Ms. Jaliow, who was arrested on 14 October at the 
same time as Mrs. Lorraine Forster, the DAILY OB- 
SERVER's publications manager accused of distribut- 
ing these leaflets, has always denied any involvement in 
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this affair. Mrs. Forster, who was charged with sedition, 
has been released on bail. 


After fleeing to the United States, Capt. Jallow was 
accused of misappropriating $3 million and working 
toward the reinstatement of former President Dawda 
Jawara who was overthrown in July 1994 by the present 
regime led by Capt. Yahya Jammeh. 


About twenty-five activists of the former Gambian 
ruling party, who were also accused of trying to 
Organize demonstrations for the return to power of 
former President Jawara, were arrested in October and 
charged with sedition. Five of them, including a woman, 
have just had their charges changed to working against 
State security, judicial sources said today. 


Ghana 
Ghana: Journalists Detained for Publishing ‘False 
Reports’ 
AB 1402191096 Accra Ghana Broadcasting 


Corporation Radio Network in English 
1300 GMT 14 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The publisher and editor of the 
FREE PRESS, Mr. Tommy Thomson, and Ebin Kwaku, 
and the editor in chief of the GHANAIAN CHRON- 
ICLE, Nana Kofi Koomson, were today remanded in 
custody by a circuit court in Accra presided over by El 
Hadj Nuhu Bila. They were arraigned before the court 
on a four-count charge of publishing false reports which 
are likely to injure the reputation of the government. The 
accused persons, who pleaded not guilty, will reappear 
on the 22d of this month. 


Prosecuting, a chief state attorney, Mr. Thomas Ahlicza, 
said Mr. Thomson and Mr. Kwaku published in the 
FREE PRESS a false report alleging that the govern- 
ment runs a drug business involving the National Demo- 
cratic Congress [NDC], Mr. Frank Benneh, and some 
confidants of the president. He said though they were 
aware of the falsehood in the publication, they further 
published a front-page comment headlined: The Cocaine 
Scandal. In this publication, they alleged that the courts 
are being used to coerce Ghanaians to keep their mouths 
shut on the apparent NDC government-sponsored inter- 
national drug racketeering. They also alleged that the 
government is the most disgraceful and disgraced ~ne 
ever in Ghana and described the party leadership as drug 
barons and dubbed the NDC a national “rugs cartel. 


On the part of Nana Kofi Koomson, Mr. Ahlidza said 
his false report was headlined: The Story of Government 
Runs Drugs and Arms Deal in THE CHRONICLE. 
In the publication, the paper alleged the government's 
complicity with Frank Benneh in the international drug 
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smuggling in which the government used the proceeus 
from the deal to buy millions of dollars of weapons from 
the black market for the commandos. Mr. Ahlidza said 
Mr. Koomson further published in his paper another 
false report alleging that the government sanctioned 
the cocaine smuggling by Frank Yao Benneh and that 
he was dealing in the drugs for and on behalf of 
government. 


Counsel for the FREE PRESS, Nana Akuffo-Addo, 
called on the court to grant bail to the accused so that 
they could adequately prepare for their defense. Though 
the prosecution did not object to bail, the court did not 
grant the bail and counsel persisted that the judge should 
put on record that the prosecution did not object to bail. 


Guinea 


Guinea: Tank Shells Fired in Conakry Called 
‘Military Operations’ 

LD1502203396 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1730 GMT 15 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text} Seven shells fired by a tank in 
the early afternoon in downtown Conakry caused im- 
mediate panic. The markets emptied, since the military 
puisch two weeks ago is still fresh in everybody's mind. 
The Guinean authorities immediately declared that mili- 
tary operations were taking place. All the same, the fear 
felt by the people conveys the climate of insecurity in 
the Guinean capital. On line from Conakry, our corre- 


spondent, Serge Daniel, reports: 

[Daniel] Traffic was blocked for awhile from (Banda) 
to the main market of Madina; there were several light 
injuries. This was the toll of seven cannon shells fired 
toward the sea. Officially they have been described as 
authorized military operations. 

At present, in Conakry, emphasis has been placed on a 
war of communiques and leaflets. Officers have been 
arrested and we are going to retaliate, threatens an 
anonymous pamphlet that has been widely distributed. 
A reply has been issued by the committee backing 
President Lansana Conte, and | quote, this pampiiet 
comes from the principal instigator of the failed coup 
d'etat, whose name is known. 


For its part, the ruling party, PUP [Party of Unity and 
Progress}, throws flowers to the army, and its general. 
Beware of any drift toward totalitarianism, and avoid a 
Carnage, summarizes a statement by the opposition. 


That said, this Thursday's cannon shots have revived 
the fears of the civilian population. There has been 
a response from sources close to the authorities, and 
I quote, General Lansana Conte will very soon be 


announcing measures to reestablish peace. 
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Liberia 


Liberia: NPFL Commander on Fighting Between 
Gribos, Krahns 


AB/502193596 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 15 Feb 96 


[From the "Focus on Africa’ program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} The fighting in the southeast of 
Liberia has taken a new and dangerous twist in the past 
few weeks. In the past, much of the fighting has been 
between George Boley’s Liberia Peace Council, LPC, 
and Charles Taylor's NPFL [National Patriouc Front of 
Liberia], but now it’s apparently turning into an ethnic 
conflict between Krahn and Gribo people. Lieutenant 
General Ble Moses, the NPFL commander in Harper, 
in the heart of the conflict zone, has driven to Abidjan 
today. On the line to Abidjan, Robin White asked him 
if he thought the peace deal in Liberia was dead: 


{Begin recording} [Ble] No, as far as we are concerned, 
it is not dead, but I don't know about LPC because they 
are attacking our pusitions. 


[White] And are the refugees still fleeing into the Ivory 
Coast? 


{Ble) Yes, people came across up to this morning. 


[White] Now, to what extent has this fighung assumed 
a tribal nature with the Gribos fighting the Krahns? 


[Ble] Yes, I understand, this is true: it is the Krahns 
against the Gribos. I don’t know what really LPC wants 
because there's nothing to fight for. We are in a jungle. 
It is a forest and they are just attacking the Gribo 
villages and killing the Gribos, burning down their 
towns and carrying on with mass destruction in the area. 


{White} Are you a Gribo yourself? 
{Ble} No, I am Gio. I am from Nimba County. 


[White] So how do you view this conflict between the 
Gribos and the Krahns? 


[Ble] Well, I mean this thing seems to be a very long 
time, you know, conflict. We are just near because we 
are defending the territory, you know, controlled by 
NPFL until we are disarmed, but this seems to be a 
tribal issue. [sentence as heard] They are just going, you 
know, into these Gribo villages and killing the Gribos, 
and doing lot of maltreatment to them. 


[White] But whose side are you taking? Are you 
defending the Gribos against the Krahns? What is the 
NPFL doing? 


[Ble] What the NPFL is doing is that the NPFL is only 
defending her territory because we are here, we have 
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soldiers in the area and when LPC entered this area, they 
killed everybody. They killed all including the NPFL 
soldiers. So what we are doing, we are not just taking 
sides, we are defending the area occupied, you know, 
by us here. 


[White] Are you going back to Harper? 
{Ble} Yes, I'm on my way tonight. [end recording] 


Niger 
Niger: Chairman Mainassara Arrives in Togo for 
Entente Summit 


AB1502170596 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1200 GMT 15 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] Colonel Ibrahim Barre 
Mainassara, chairman of the ruling National Salvation 
Council (CSN! and head of state, arrived this morning 
in Lama-Kara, where he will attend the Entente Council 
summit of heads of state. Our correspondent, Chebouba 
Niamdoubou, reports from Lama-Kara: 


[Begin Niamdoubou recording] Upon his arrival in 
Lama-Kara, located 420 km north of Lome, the capital, 
the head of state was accorded a warm reception by 
General Gnassingbe Eyadema, his Togolese counterpart, 
with whom he held one-hour discussions in the VIP 
lounge of Niamtougou Airport before the arrival of 
Ivorian President Henri Konan Bedie and Burkina Faso 
President Bliise Compaore. All four heads of state then 
set off for the Lama-Kara Conference Hall where the 
summit deliberations are expected to begin at 1230. 
[passage omitted] [end recording} 


Niger: Foreign Minister Hopeful of Help From 
Entente Council 


LD1502162696 Paris Radio France International 
in French 0730 GMT 15 Feb 96 


([FBIS Translated Text] A lot more is needed to bring 
an end to Niger's financial and economic problems. The 
new team has not lost hope of renewing its links with 
the countries which have suspended their cooperation. 
To that end it ts counting on the understanding of its 
partners in the Entente Council who are meeting today 
in Lama-Kara in northern Togo. Colonel Ibrahim Barre 
Mainassara, Niger's new strong man, will be there; it 
will, moreover, be his first foreign trip since the putsch 
of 27 January. 


His foreign munister, Mohamed Bazoum, took part 
yesterday in the preparatory meeting. For him things 
are very clear: He hopes the Entente Council will play 
something of an intermediary role. 


[Begin Bazoum recording] Our friends in the Entente 
Council intervened two days after the coup d'etat to 
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inquire about the situation prevailing in our country 
and it is possible to have a very exact opinion of the 
prevailing situation. We have had no trouble making the 
meaning of what happened understood. On the contrary, 
I have had the impression that our colleagues are already 
quite well informed and are, therefore, just as keen as 
Niger nationals for this situation to evolve and for Niger 
to return to democracy and return to the international 
community, to which it belongs and on which it depends 
greatly. (end recording) 


Niger: Government Maintains Administrative 
Officials at Posts 


AB 1402215596 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1900 GMT 14 Feb 96 


(Communique issued by the government general secre- 
tariat in Niamey on 14 February) 


[FBIS Translated Text] In compliance with Article 
9 of Ordinance No. 9600PTFN of 30 January, the 
chairman of the National Salvation Council and head 
of state has decided today, 14 February, to maintain at 
their posts the directors and directors general of public 
establishments, state companies, and mixed corporations 
and the secretaries general of the prefectures who were 
appointed during the cohabitation crisis. This temporary 
measure can be justified by the concern to preserve 
public order and to enable an appropriate examination 
of the whole issue. 


Niger: Armed Forces To Contribute Monthly to 
Voluntary Fund 


AB 1402131696 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1200 GMT 14 Feb 96 


{Communique issued by the Niger Armed Forces; place 
and date not given] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Members of the Niger Armed 
Forces, in their concern for the future of Niger, which 
is particularly threatened today by a disturbing financial 
and economic situauion, have decided to make monthly 
contributions from their salaries to the National Volun- 
tary Contributions Fund to support the national recov- 
ery action during the entire political transition period 
in the country. The contributions are as follows: Senior 
Officers, 40 percent; junior officers, 25 percent; senior 
noncommissioned officers, and junior noncommissioned 
officers, 15 percent; and other ranks, 10 percent. 
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Nigeria Three thousand pounds is the fine for any airline which 
Nigeria: Authorities Coordinating Border Patrols —_ passengers without valid travel documents to 
With Benin 


AB1502112996 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
0730 GMT 15 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text} Nigeria and Benin have decided 
to cooperate in ensuring security at their common 
borders. Details with Tunde Fatunde: 


[Begin Fatunde recording] The Nigerian military auihor- 
ities of the border states jointly with the commanding of- 
ficers of the garrisons close to the borders with Benin are 
closely coordinating their patrols which have been inten- 
sified following the series of bomb attempts that recently 
occurred in Nigeria. No incident was recorded on the 
Nigeria-Benin borders. Parallel to that, the spokesman 
of the Nigerian Army, General Fred Chijuka, said that 
Burkina Faso was not sheltering any military training 
centers that are used by the National Democratic Coali- 
tion [Nadeco], the main Nigeria opposition organization 
intent on toppling the Sani Abacha regime. 


As for the West African subregion, we have always 
adopted a policy of good neighborliness and the neigh- 
boring countries have always reacted positively and on 
the basis of reciprocity towards us, he said. These re- 
assuring words by Gen. Fred Chijuka, are very differ- 
ent from the strong words used in the statement made 
by (Wadanas), a close aide to President Sani Abacha. 
According to this siatement, the Burkinabe Govern- 
ment, led by Blaise Compaore, is currently collaborating 
with Nigerian dissidents with the view of destabilizing 
Nigeria. These allegations are strongly denied by Oua- 
gadougou. [end recording} 


Nigeria: Airline Calls On British Home Office To 
Release Plane 


AB1 502092696 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 0600 GMT 15 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) The Nigeria Airways has 
called on the British Home Office to release the DC-10 
aircraft seized yesterday over the nonpayment of fines 
totalling 1.2 million pounds sterling. In a statement in 
Lagos yesterday, the airways said that the release of the 
plane will create a conducive atmosphere for the two 
parties to discuss outstanding issues. 


The organization expressed surprise that the Home 
Office took such an action in view of the existing 
agreement under which the airline has been paying 
10,000 pounds every month since October last year. 
Radio Nigeria aviation correspondent reports that the 
fine was imposed on the Nigeria Airways for carrying 
illegal immigrants to Britain. 


Nigeria: Long Lines of Vehicles Reported at Gas 
Stations 


AB1502210596 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 1800 GMT 15 Feb 96 


([FBIS Transcribed Text) Long queues have been build- 
ing up at filling stations in Lagos, despite the advice by 
the Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation [NNPC] 
against panic buying. A radio Nigeria Network News 
correspondent reports that fuel is available in most of 
the filling stations, especially the mainland, but with 
long queues. Some of the station managers who spoke 
to our correspondent blamed the situation on motorists 
who resorted to stockpiling the commodity in anticipa- 
tion of a rise in fuel price. 


The NNPC had earlier denied the rumor of a possible 
increase in the pump price of petrol. In a statement, 
the general manager of the corporate affairs department 
of the corporauor, Mr. Eleji, assured the public of the 
availability of petrol. 


Nigeria: Government Publishes Booklets on 
Saro-Wiwa Execution 


AB1502173596 Paris AFP in English 
1642 GMT 15 Feb 96 


{(FBIS Transcribed Text) Lagos, 15 Feb (AFP) — The 
Nigerian Military Government Thursday [15 February] 
published two booklets on the Ogoni crisis to justify 
last November's execution of writer Ken Saro-Wiwa 
and eight of his companions in the Movement for the 
Survival of Ogoni People (MOSOP). 


The government said the two publications were aimed at 
giving Nigerians and the international community what 
it described as “proper information" on the Ogoni crisis, 
with a view to correcting the “wrong impression" held 
on the issue. 


The international community reacted with widespread 
_ ondemnation to the execution of the MOSOP activists. 
The Commonwealth suspended Nigeria from its fold 
while the United States and the European Union im- 
posed sanctions, including arms embargo, on the West 
Aincan nation. 


The two booklets published by the Federal Ministry of 
information were — “The Ogoni Crisis - the Truth of 
the Matter” and “Ogoni Crisis - The Untold Story”. 
The publications described as “fair” and “just” the trial 
and conviction of Ken Saro-Wiwa and his colleagues. 
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The booklets pointedly accused Saro-Wiwa of instigat- 
ing the riots during which the four Ogoni leaders were 
murdered. 


Saro-Wiwa and his eight companions were executed 
last November 10 after a special tribunal set up by the 
government found them guilty of murdering May 21, 
1994 four prominent Ogoni citizens. 


The writer "not only engendered intra-group conflict but 
also inter-group conflict. He not only injected strains, 
stress and violence into Ogoniland and among Ogoni 
people but also into the Rivers State", one of the books 
stated. 


The Nigerian Government is expected to distribute 
the two booklets to embassies and diplomatic offices 
accredited to Nigeria as well as the nation’s diplomatic 
missions abroad. 


Nigeria: Lawyer of Arrested, Released Musician 
Reportedly Arrested 


AB 1402183996 Paris AFP in English 
1434 GMT 14 Feb 96 


{(FBIS Transcribed Text] Lagos, Feb 14 (AFP) — 
Femi Falana, the lawyer of Afro-beat superstar Fela 
Anikulapo-Kuti, was arrested in his office Wednesday 
[14 February] afternoon and taken away to an unknown 
destination by security agents, his colleagues told AFP. 


Falana, a prominent human rights activist, was taken 
away at about 1:55 p.m. (1255 GMT) after a search 
was conducted in his office, they said in a telephone 
discussion. Three files, including the one dealing with 
the 120,000 dollar suit he filed last Monday at a Lagos 
High Court Ikeja challenging last week's arrest and 
detention of Fela by agents of the anti-drug agency, 
were taken away from his office, they added. 


The court Tuesday here ordered officials of the NDLEA 
(National Drug Law Enforcement Agency) to appear 
before it on February 27 to explain the arrest and 
detention. 


Fela, arrested from his residence here last Thursday 
along with 27 others in his entourage, was released 
late Monday. Of those arrested with Fela, only seven of 
them were still being held Tuesday afternoon, NDLEA 
Officials said. 


NDLEA officials have said that Fela would not be 
charged for possession or consumption of marijuana, 
referred to here as Indian hemp. Rather, he and mem- 
bers of his entourage would be made to undergo “coun- 
selling” lessons against consumption of the weed. 


Another prominent human rights campaigner, Chief 
Gani Fawehinmi, arrested from his residence here last 
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January 30, is still being held incommunicado in Bauchi 
prison, northern Nigeria, his wife alleged in a statement 
Tuesday here. 


Nigeria: Drug Agency Arrests Alleged Drug Baron, 
Seizes Cocaine 

AB1402123296 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 

in English 0600 GMT 14 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} The National Drug Law En- 
forcement Agency, NDLEA, has arrested a man de- 
scribed as a drug baron, Alhaji Kayinde Ladedjobi. His 
detention followed the arrest of one Ms. Abiendo Ayeni, 
at Murtala Mohamed International Airport in Lagos. 


Ms. Ayeni was caught while allegedly trying to bring 
into the country, 1.9 kg of cocaine concealed in about 
600 bottles. The chairman of the NDLEA, Major Gen- 
eral Musa Bamayi, stated this while briefing newsmen 
in Lagos. He said that another man, Raphael Ochukwu, 
was arrested at the airport while trying to clear over 5 
kg of heroin concealed in ampicillin capsules. Raphael 
Ochukwu, who has three Nigerian passports bearing dif- 
ferent names, confirmed having earlier imported 750 
grams of heroin through the same method. 


The NDLEA also recaptured one Stanley Ajame, a drug 
suspect who had escaped from custody two years ago. 
The agency has so far arrested 69 drug suspects this 
year, and seized about 4,400 kg of narcotic substances 
valued at about 56 million naira. Thirty-nine drug 
offenders have been convicted since last month. 


Senegal 


Senegal: Diouf Returns From Guinca-Bissau; 
Maritime Agency Launched 


AB1502211796 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1215 GMT 15 Feb 96 


([FBIS Translated Text) Senegal and Guinea-Bissau 
are determined to definitively settle their border dis- 
pute. Presidents Abdou Diouf and Joao Bernardo Vieira 
launched the activities of the Joint Maritime Zone Man- 
agement and Cooperation Agency in Bissau yesterday. 
This agency will enable the two countries to jointly ex- 
ploit fisheries and petroleum resources in their common 
maritime zone off the coast of Casamance. A high au- 
thority was established prior to the launching of the ac- 
tivities of this agency. This was disclosed by President 
Diouf yesterday when he returned from a brief visit to 
Bissau: 


[Begin Diouf recording] As you are aware, a high 
authority is usually constituted by two heads of state 
or their representatives. However, for the first time, we 
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decided to constitute it ourselves. We also got this trealy 
started, which came into effect — with the signing of 
its implementation agreement — on 21 December. 


Today, we had to appoint the senior officers. Now, the 
secretary general, assisted by his deputy, will have to 
implement the enure trealy since the agency will have to 
be established and endowed with capital. The data file of 
the Joint Maritime Zone Management and Cooperation 
Agency will have to be consututed. The Senegalese 
Government will have to sign a headquarters agreement 
with the agency to enable it to undertake its activities 
since its offices are based in Dakar. It is now time for 
action. [end recording] 


Sierra Leone 


Sierra Leone: RUF Rebels Attack Pendembu, Kill 
Two People 

AB1502224796 Freetown SLBS Radio in English 
0700 GMT 15 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} Two people were reported 
killed by the RUF [Revolutionary United Front] rebels 
when they attacked Pendembu town in the Bomboru 
District on Tuesday [13 February]. Reports reaching the 
government information services say that 70 percent of 
the houses in the town were heavily looted and partly 
destroyed. Some 50 rebels, all of whom were clad in 
military attire, the report states, entered the town at 
about 3 a.m. through the benevolent primary schools 
{word indistinct]. Eyewitness accounts reveal that two 
men were killed, one of them near the town market, 
while the other was shot by the Pendembu Wesley 
Church. Some women were also believed to have been 
abducted by the rebels. Meanwhile, government troops 
have successfully dislodged the rebels who, the reports 
say, were heading for Sanda. 


Sierra Leone: Officials ‘Manhandled’ 12 Feb; Bio 
Meets Politicians 


AB1402222396 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 14 Feb 96 


{From the “Focus on Africa’ program) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Politicians and community 
leaders in Sierra Leone decided on Monday [12 Febru- 
ary] to go ahead with the elections as scheduled on the 
26th of this month. They met at the consultative confer- 
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ence in the Bintumani Hotel under the auspices of the 
new military leader, Brigadier Maada Bio. There are 
plenty who would have liked the elecuons postponed, 
including the rebel RUF (Revolutionary United Front) 
and, some say, certain elements of the military. Well, 
Maada Bio endorsed the decision the following day, but 
it seems there is some politicians who are sull nursing 
wounds and grievances after the Monday meetung. From 
Freetown, Victor Sylver telexed this report: 


Former secretary of state, responsible for youth and 
sports, Mr. Suliman Banja Tejan Sie has been arrested 
by the authorities here and is believed to be in detenuon 
at the maximum security prison in Freetown. Newspaper 
reports today say that Mr. Sulimon Banja Tejan Sie was 
involved in an argument with soldiers on the day of the 
consultative conference. In the ensuing fracas, he was 
reportedly manhandled by the soldiers, forced from his 
car, and detained at a police station in the west of the 
Capital. 


From there, he was brought to the headquarters of the 
Criminal Investigations Department, where he made a 
statement and was released. It was said that he was 
picked up again by the military and dumped at Pademba 
Road Prisons, where he is said to be languishing at the 
moment. It is not known on what offense he is being 
held, but this former champion of human rights in Sierra 
Leone is said to have angered hardliners here because of 
reports that he had promised to organize youth and other 
political activists to demonstrate in support of elections. 


Another newspaper report states that a number of angry 
soldiers believe that he deliberately tried to block the 
motorcade of head of state, Brig. Maada Bio, when 
he was on his way to the opening ceremony at the 
Bintumani meeting. 


Meanwhile, the leader of the People’s Democratic Party, 
Mr. Thaimu Bangura, has said that he is sull recovenng 
from injunes he suffered when he too was manhandled 
by soldiers on the same day. He is reported to have had 
his watch snatched from him and his commandeered car 
is still said to be with the soldiers. 


In another development, Head of State Maada Bio today 
met with all political party leaders at State House. The 
details of their meeting have not been made public, but it 
is likely that they discussed ways of ensunng a violence- 
free election. 
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